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The Story Behind the ACCC Logo

Long ago, poets wrote a lot of satirical poems
to express their feelings about the wealthy
people who did not do any work but reap the
efforts of others.

A poem was written like this:

“Those who did not sow and they did not reap,
why do they have 300 bundles of wheat in the
storeroom? those who did not hunt,

why do they hang the game in their court-
yards? those people did not have to worry
about having enough food!”

There were also poems to describe the hard-
working farmers. One of them was:

“Farmers farmed in the middle of the day, their
sweat fell in the field, but who would think
that each grain of rice in the bowl was the hard
work of farmers”

There were a lot of poets praising farmers’
efforts in sowing and reaping crops. They also
emphasised the close relationship of farmers
and their crop. This was the writer’s reason for
using two bundles of golden wheat as the main
theme in the logo. Its meaning is that even
though we are living overseas, far away from
our motherland, we still take rice as a staple in
our food. We should keep thinking about our
motherland where crops were sown and grown
in fields.
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We should also acknowledge that rice is a sta-
ple part of our culture. In the logo, there are
two bundles of wheat intersected, but spread
in two different directions. It represents that
our thinking, beliefs, religions and jobs etc are
different, however we maintain our standpoint:
“we are the Chinese immigrants and our na-
tionality is the same”. We hope each of us will
join with “warm heartedness ( 7~ )”. There
was a red belt under the bundles of wheat; it
represents “sincerity ( 7<% )”. In the logo, Red
is a hot colour, and it represents “enthusiasm
(#%20 )", “good faith ( #53% )” and “to work up
( $)7& )" etc. Where Green represents “youth-
ful (7 % )” and White represents “fresh and
pure ( #:7% )”. We hope all the activities in our
community centre are operating like bundles of
flower which flourish in spring. Our communi-
ty team members work as pure as “white”. It
meant they would work wholeheartedly for the
welfare of Chinese Immigrants. The middle of
the logo is empty. We called this “see through
in the middle ( i@ )”. It means the door of
our community never shuts, it is always open
to welcome all Chinese immigrants to come
and join us. Lastly, each member in our com-
munity has the right to voice his or her opin-
ions from the heart.

The above were the writer’s wishes and expres-
sions when he was designing the logo. How-
ever, the success or failure of a job depends

on the cooperation of a group of people. If

our members can work hard and support each
other, our community centre might have even
greater achievements, we wish that in the fu-
ture our committee members could give more
encouragement and guidance to our team. Our
community centre is like a new bud of a flower.
The healthy bud is waiting for the spring to
arrive. It would grow up to become a brilliant
beautiful flower.

(Translation by Alfred Li of page 8 of “First Edi-
tion - Auckland Chinese Hall Inc 1961”)



Introduction

This book is being written to celebrate the 60th
Anniversary of the Auckland Chinese Communi-
ty Centre Inc. The organisation was incorporat-
ed on 23 March 1960 under its original name
of Auckland Chinese Hall Inc (ACH). Over the
ensuing years, ACCC has served the community
in Auckland very well by providing facilities and
activities to cater for the sporting, cultural and
social needs of its members and the wider local
Chinese community.

The demographics of the Chinese population in
Auckland has mirrored the NZ Government anti
Chinese legislation from the Poll Tax in 1881 to
1952 when Chinese could finally apply for NZ
citizenship. However, the admission of about
500 mothers and children war refugees in 1939
boosted the Chinese population in NZ and
allowed settled family life to begin when this
group was granted permanent residence after
the civil war in China escalated. There were
continuing restrictions for Chinese immigrants
thereafter until 1985 when the immigration
laws were significantly changed by the Labour
Government. These changes resulted in a large
increase in Chinese migration firstly from Hong
Kong, Taiwan and Malaysia, and then from
mainland China.

In 1960, when ACH was established, there
were only about 3,000 Chinese in the Auckland
region from Pukekohe to Whangarei. It was a
very close knit Cantonese speaking communi-
ty with origins mainly from regions very close
to Guangzhou and engaged in the traditional
occupations of fruiterers, market gardeners
and laundrypersons. Almost all had contributed
funds for the purchase of ACH, so all Chinese
were deemed as members without annual fees.
Fast forward to 2020 and there are approxi-
mately 180,000 Chinese in Auckland. ACCC

is only one of about 350 Chinese community
organisations in Auckland with the overwhelm-
ing majority being Mandarin speaking groups
originating from mainland China. Under these

circumstances, our ACCC members are now
mainly descendants of the Cantonese early
settlers who have extensively integrated into
the mainstream community with a very wide-
spread range of occupations plus some recent
migrants from Hong Kong and mainland China
who wish to participate in our activities.

ACCC has always followed the NZ Government’s
lead on recognition of the China representa-
tives in NZ and up to 1972, this was the Repub-
lic of China (Nationalist Kuomintang) with the
Ambassador coming from Taiwan after 1960.
The People’s Republic of China was officially
recognised in 1972, and over the ensuing years
ACCC has enjoyed very cordial relationships
with the Consulate General and staff from the
PRC offices in Auckland.

Whenever support was requested for cash do-
nations and assistance for fundraising, the Chi-
nese community has responded very positively,
in the 1960s for the purchase of the State
Theatre in Symonds Street, in the 1970s for

the building of the Mangere Hall and in 2016
for the extension and refurbishment of the
Mangere Hall. ACCC has been very privileged to
have the vision and the dedicated leadership of
many Chairmen over past years whose profiles
are included in Chapter 5, with the strong sup-
port of their Executive Committee members.

In conclusion, | wish to sincerely thank the
Book Committee members and other article
contributors for the time and effort they have
made to bring this book to fruition. We have
made our best efforts to gather details and
suitable photos for activities before 2000 so

| apologise in advance if some information is
incomplete and not fully accurate.

Kai Luey
Chairman

August 2020
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ACCC at Symonds Street
Auckland Chinese Hall

Auckland Chinese Community Centre Inc was
originally known as Auckland Chinese Hall Inc
and was incorporated on 23 March 1960.
The first organisation in Auckland established
for all Chinese was the New Zealand Chinese

Auckland Chinese Hall

Association (Auckland Branch) which was part
of the national body with headquarters based in
Wellington. NZCA was formed in 1935 to cater
for the welfare and social and cultural needs of
the Chinese people in NZ. During World War 2,
this organisation also collected and raised funds
to send back to China to assist families devastat-
ed by the war and the invading Japanese.

In 1960, money left over from the war dona-
tions that had been collected and retained by
the local branch of NZCA Auckland was used to
form the Auckland Chinese Hall. These funds
were £5,000 and were provided with no interest
and no repayment date. $12,000 was eventually
repaid to NZCA Auckland in the late 1990’s after
ACCC had accumulated surplus funds from the
migrant deposit scheme.

Auckland Chinese Hall - ACCC 60th Anniversary Edition



With the basic funds from NZCA, strong support
from the local Chinese community and a mort-
gage guaranteed by the foundation Committee
members, ACH purchased the former State
Theatre at 160 - 162 Symonds Street.

The biggest donor for this purchase was Dr Yu
Zongyuan and Mrs Yu & ZLE A B X A. The
couple’s total donation was worth £1,000 (for
the ACH building, costs of the opening ceremo-
ny, and purchasing Cantonese opera costumes
and a framed embroidery for the hall opening).
The other top 10 donors to ACH are shown
below and a full list of the donors and registered
members in 1960 are listed on pages 8 & 9.

HWGERA

Wong Yee Chong and Mrs Wong £400
X &

Ng Kwong Ming £200
Wong Chee Mong £100
PRA% 5

Chan Kai Fong £100
PRAR

Chan Yu Bong £100
BRAR PR

Chan Fat Bow £100
B

Kwok Duk Wai £100
Ze¥

Ng Choon Yip £100
X JEAR

Ng Lawgun £100
X

Ng Yoi Hing £100
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A translation of an article in the original 1961
ACH book entitled “Funding of the Symonds
Street Property” shows the early difficulties
encountered and another on “The story behind
the ACCC logo” in the preface.

Kungfu and Chinese opera movies were shown
in the theatre in the upstairs seated area. Many
of the films were imported and some were
loaned by the Chinese Embassy.

Opera Theatre - Auckland Chinese Hall

Cantonese Opera Group

Upstairs Seating for Movies



Alice Cheung (Lawgun), Rose Luey (Fong),
Mary Wong (Loo), Eileen Rendall (Fook)

Rose Luey (Fong), Jenna Wong Kam (Tim),
Connie Kum (Gin) - Opening of ACH 1961

All the seats were removed from the down-
stairs area to create a large area for communi-
ty functions such as Chinese school classes on
Sunday mornings, performances of Cantonese
opera with full traditional costumes by local
enthusiasts, meetings, dinners, table tennis
and other activities within the Chinese com-
munity. All work and activities were done on a
voluntary basis by community members.

To assist with mortgage payments, the hall
was hired out to the late Phil Warren for Friday
and Saturday night public dances and became
known as the Oriental Ballroom. This move
severely restricted the use of the premises by
the Chinese community, especially the mem-
bers of the “Auckland Chinese Sports Club” as
it was not suitable for many of their sporting
activities. A decision was made in 1970 to
build a sports and community centre to cater
for the needs of the younger members of the
community.

In the late 70s, due to a change in Auckland
City Council building regulations, the State
Theatre needed strengthening to meet new
earthquake standards. The estimated cost was
more than the value of the building. However,
no funds were available as the community was
still paying off the mortgage for the Mangere
building. A decision was made to sell Symonds
Street and the balance of funds was put
towards repaying the personal pledges and
reducing the mortgage on 99 Taylor Road.

About 180 students in Chinese School at Symonds Street in 1969

Auckland Chinese Hall - ACCC 60th Anniversary Edition
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ACCC at Symonds Street

Funding of
the Symonds Street Property

After 1950, the NZ government allowed more
Chinese immigrants to enter into the country.
The population of Chinese immigrants gradu-
ally increased from hundreds to thousands, as
they also brought their families with them to
stay. At that time there were more than 3,000
Chinese in Auckland.

As the Chinese community in New Zealand
grew, it became apparent that there was a
need for a way for the community to gath-

er together. We realised that we needed to
establish an organisation to help assist their
growth as a community in New Zealand and to
integrate here. At this time, the branch office
of the NZ Chinese Association in Auckland had
undertaken the task of communicating with
Chinese immigrants. However, they didn’t
have a fixed meeting place, so all meetings
were held in different places each time. Even
holding celebrations for National holidays and
hosting VIPs in any of these events, they had to
rent a temporary venue.

We thought if we had our own property;, it
would help facilitate local Chinese affairs. In
fact, many years prior, many (including some
NZCA staff) had suggested acquiring our own
property. However, it didn’t eventuate due to
lack of good planning and some other difficul-
ties at the time.

In winter 1959, the search for a permanent
meeting place started again. At the time, there
was a movie showing at the State Theatre for
fundraising. We received a message that the
State Theatre was selling and the asking price
was £30,000. We estimated it would cost more
than £60,000 -£70,000 if we built a similar
property in the same location. It was a very
good price to buy at that time. In addition, the
location had convenient transport. The proper-
ty had two levels with a capacity of 1,000 peo-
ple. It also had a big sitting room, and 3 shops
at the front of the cinema, plus a storeroom
downstairs. There were big open outdoor

spaces on both sides of the property. This was
obviously an ideal candidate for our premises.

A special meeting was held and Mr Ng Wai Poi

( Z4%3% ) and Mr Young Bun Keung (5 £ 3% )
were appointed to explain the purpose of this
general meeting. Almost one hundred mem-
bers were in attendance. Among the matters
discussed, were the details regarding the acqui-
sition of the cinema.

At this meeting, Mr Ng Yoi Hing ( %4 ¥ ) was
elected as the chairperson. Mr Ng and Mr
Young drafted the official name of the associ-
ation as “Auckland Chinese Association”. All
believed that this was an appropriate name for
the association, as it aligned with our mission
to gather all Chinese immigrants and to pro-
vide welfare for them. Moreover, we were an
independent entity; our association was not a
subsidiary of other organisations and we were
not under the control of any political parties.

An application criterion was established to
provide guidelines for accepting new members,
there were 21 guidelines within these criteria.
This detailed the rights and responsibilities of
members of the association. This first meeting
held was very successful, and all resolutions
were unanimously accepted. The minutes of
the meeting were mailed to all members, and
after receiving the minutes, they all supported
the new official name and the purpose of the
association.

Committee members were encouraged by the
support of the members and worked even
harder. The committee then began the pro-
cess of acquiring the cinema. There were 31
committee members appointed to handle the
acquisition. In addition to this, different work-
ing teams were set up for division of labour.
One of these working teams was responsible
for visiting small Chinese groups and individu-
als. They introduced them to the newly formed
ACH and invited them to join.

ACCC 60th Anniversary Edition - Funding of the Symonds Street Property



Volunteers were also recruited to join the work-
ing teams. In only 7 days, the membership team
recruited over 700 new members and collect-
ed donations of over £8,000. Donations were
obtained not only from Auckland but also from
other cities in NZ. There were a lot of generous
donors comprising both individuals and families.
The amount they donated ranged from £50 to
£600. Despite their efforts, there were insuffi-
cient funds to acquire the cinema. Although the
owner agreed that we only needed to pay half
of the total in the first payment, we still lacked
sufficient funds. In order to solve this problem,
the committee decided to raise funds using two
other methods:

1. Loan from Chinese Immigrants - interest rate
and date of repayment needed to be set up
for these.

2. Loan from NZCA (Auckland Branch) for
£5,000 (this was part of the donation they
collected from Chinese immigrants for Anti
Japanese war).

Mrs Ng Wong Kwong Ming ( &3 & 9 XA )
was the first to provide support and lent £1,000
to ACH. Mr Wong Yee Chong ( & # & ) was
another generous Chinese who also offered to
loan £1,000 . After a short period of time, the
total amount received from the two sources to-
talled £16,000. The total cash collected was then
enough to pay for the first half of the property
and the rest was allowed to be paid in instal-
ments. Legal documentation was handled for us
by a law firm. After several months, the proper-
ty title legally passed to ACH.

However, the revenue from running a cinema
was only enough for interest payments. In order
to pay the instalments on time, the committee
decided to renovate and rebuild part of the cin-
ema to become a venue to hire out for activities
and functions. However, we were shocked to
learn the cost of approval documents and archi-
tect fees was more than £10,000.

This amount became a heavy burden in the cur-
rent financial situation. While the project was
pending, the Chairman suggested in a meeting
to set up a Loans Group for the purpose of rais-
ing funds to meet this cost.

All members who joined this group committed
to giving a loan of £2 each week for 3 years.
There were 50 members willing to join this plan
within a week. The committee estimated they
could borrow £105 a year from each member, a
total of £5,200 from 50 members. As the cash
shortage needed to be resolved as soon as pos-
sible, members who could afford to do so, were
approached to advance loan money, to loan half
a year or one year of funds in one lump sum.

The renovation and rebuild projects started to
proceed after the funding support was received
from members. The projects were completed
after several months and it looked splendid,
like a palace in Asia. We knew it was the first
property owned by a Chinese organisation in
the South Pacific and it was a complex building
suited for different activities.

On the opening day ceremony, we invited the
Mayor, MPs, the representatives from NZCA and
thousands of members and others. There were
a lot of VIPs and guests who complimented the
building, noting it was a great activities complex
owned by ACH. We forecasted annual revenues
of over £8,000 a year, and expected the instal-
ments could be repaid on time. After we repaid
all loans, we decided the surplus of ACH will

be used for providing welfare to members. We
express our thanks to all Chinese immigrants
who gave such strong support to us. We hope
they understood the purpose of ACH to provide
welfare for Chinese immigrants as well as to
continue looking after their descendants in
the future.

Lastly, we would like to express our gratitude to
the members who did such a great job fundrais-
ing and also to our founders for their time and
contribution to set up ACH and their effort spent
in acquiring our first property.

(Translation by Alfred Li of page 24-26 of “First
Edition - Auckland Chinese Hall Inc 1961”)
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ORIGINAL COMMITTEE OF AUCKLAND CHINESE HALL 1960

BACK ROW
Sam Young, Loo Tek Yeh, Chan Lun Wai, Peter Chan, Sue Hing, George Wong, Young Bun Hoong,
Henry Shew, Wong Leung Fun, Wong Mung Goo, Yu Jung Luey, Ronald Chan, Ken Ching.

FRONT ROW

George (Jor Leung) Lowe, Charlie Lawgun, Ng Choon Yip, Young Bun Keung, Ng Hoy Fong, Chan Yu Bong,
Wong Yee Chong, Ng Wai Poy, Thomas Doo Il, George Yew, Leung Mo Tong, Ng Yew Fook, Allan Wong,
Jimmy Wong Kam.

ABSENT
Fong Bing Jun, Charlie Chan, Ng Yoi Hing, Kwok Duk Wai.
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COMMITTEE OF AUCKLAND CHINESE HALL 1969 - 1971

BACK ROW
Lee Gee Jung, George Wong, Loo Jung Ying, Lowe Gen Tong, Fong Yew Joong, Ken Ching, Wong Leung Fun,
George Yin, Jimmy Wong Kam

FRONT ROW
Young Bun Hoong, Sam Young, Charlie Lawgun, George Yew, Ng Wai Pay, Peter Chan, Ng Hoy Fong,
Young Bun Keung, Wong Mung Goo, Chan Lun Wai

ABSENT
Chan Jen Garn, Loo Tek Yeh, Wong Jun Wong, Kwok Duk Wai, Ronald Chan, Ng Yew Fook.

Auckland Chinese Hall Committee 1969 - ACCC 60th Anniversary Edition



ACCC at Mangere Premises

Building of the Mangere Hall

The State Theatre building in Symonds Street
had its limitations in meeting the requirements
of the local Chinese community so a new club
was started in the late 1960s by Messrs George
Yin, Tom Doo & John Kum to cater for the
social needs of the Chinese youth of Auckland
with its club rooms in Hobson Street. This was
named “Chinese Club”. It did not have facili-
ties for sports.

The Auckland Chinese Sports Club hired the
Deaf Centre at Balmoral every Sunday night
for basketball practices and games. They
would also hire the Te Papa Football Club
rooms at Captain Springs Road for their socials
and dances.

Due to these problems, the committees of
the Chinese Hall, Chinese Club and Auckland
Chinese Sports Club met together in the early
1970s to discuss the possibility of building a
suitable community hall. This was to encom-
pass both suitability for the Chinese youth to
play basketball on a fullsize court as well as
usage for social activities of the Chinese youth
and older community members.

ACCC 60th Anniversary Edition - Building of the Mangere Hall

A new Committee was formed to carry out this
project with Fred Wong as Chairman. Unfor-
tunately, Fred became very sick and Gam Lee
became the new Chairman.

The first activity for the Committee was to find
suitable land for the project. On the Commit-
tee was Tom Ah Chee, Chairman of Foodtown
Supermarkets, who had recently built their
distribution centre at Mangere. When quizzed
why he suggested Mangere he said “one day

a motorway will be built so Mangere would

in the future become very central with easy
access”.

Poy Lee had a market garden in Taylor Road,
Mangere. He agreed to sell three acres of land
from his market garden at Government Valua-
tion in order to build this community project.

The architect for the project was Duncan Wu.
The builders were Norman Choy with his two
sons Donald & Neville Choy and Colin Chan
completed the electrical work.




Fundraising for this project was a major under-
taking. Most of the funds were raised by way of
donations. Each weekend the committee would
divide up into six groups to visit Chinese families
in Auckland seeking donations. Car raffles were
organised with the prize being a Mercedes car.
Every Friday night we organised volunteers to
sell raffle tickets at various shopping centres.
Food fairs were also organised, and many of the
local market gardeners and fruiterers donated
goods for these fairs. Members of the commu-
nity prepared Chinese food to sell.

The most ambitious effort was the Chinese Fair
held at the Show Grounds in Epsom. At that
time a trade ship from China was visiting New
Zealand loaded with Chinese goods for display.
The fundraising committee for this project
consisting of Dr Gam Lee, Tom Ah Chee & Cecil
Wong managed to negotiate the purchase of all
the goods that were on the ship.

The goods consisted of Chinese carpets, cam-
phor wood chests, ceramic vases, Chinese
paintings, rosewood furniture and many smaller
items plus Chinese groceries were displayed at
the Chinese Fair and then auctioned off to raise
funds. Unfortunately, due to the high cost of
staging this event and the financial situation at
that time we made a loss of about $700.

Even with great effort and many months of
fundraising there was a large shortfall of funds.
To cover this shortfall many prominent members
of the Chinese community made pledges to
cover the shortfall. The Chinese children were
also able to buy bricks for $25 to help out. The
named bricks were popular. Others in the com-
munity also contributed and it was later decided
to add the names of all who had donated onto

a brick or a plague to be displayed in the foyer.
Eventually there were nearly 1000 named bricks
on both sides of the wall between the foyer and
the main hall.

All the funds of the Chinese Hall, Chinese Club
and the Auckland Chinese Sports Club were
combined to be used in this project as a joint
venture. NZCA Auckland Branch also contrib-
uted their funds to this project in order to be
allowed to use these facilities. The money was
returned to NZCA several years later.

In addition, in mid 1978, a subsidy of $30,000
was received from the Ministry of Recreation
and Sport provided that ACCC raised an equiv-
alent amount and these funds allowed the
carpark to be completed. One condition of this
grant was that the general community would
be given reasonable access and use of the
facility.

The building was completed in mid 1977 and
was officially opened on 21 October 1978. It
was named “Auckland Chinese Community Cen-
tre” at the opening. The building initially was
designed and built with a concrete floor, howev-
er, with much pushing by the basketball players
in the Sports Club, a sprung wooden floor was
later laid on top. This is the reason for the two
different levels of the floor.

Several months after the completion of the Man-
gere Hall the State Theatre in Symonds Street
was sold and the money was used to repay all
the pledges.

It was an astoundingly successful achievement
from an inspired and far sighted Auckland
Chinese community. This huge effort has laid
the building block for the continuation of our
Chinese culture for future generations.

Building of the Mangere Hall - ACCC 60th Anniversary Edition



Dr. Gam Lee, Chairman, delivering a speech at the Opening of the Auckland Chinese Community
Centre at 99 Taylor Road, Mangere Bridge on 21 October 1978.
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Entertainment at the Opening ceremony of Mangere Hall on 21 October 1978.
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ACCC at Mangere Premises
Highlight Activities 1978- 1998

Multi-cultural forum on Chinese Culture hosted by ACCC in June 1979.

After the building of the Mangere Hall was com-
pleted, there were many functions held on the
premises utilising the fully equipped kitchen and
the large hall which could accommodate over
450 persons sitting for dinners. In addition, on
many occasions there was also entertainment
from ACCC members with lion dances, Chinese
opera, cultural folk dances and tai chi demon-
strations.

In the late 1970s, enthusiasm for Chinese folk
dances grew under the guidance of Teresa King,
Joyce Ho and Maria Moy. In addition, occasional
dance lessons were given by visiting teach-

ers from China and Taiwan. The dances were
performed at many ACCC functions and public
occasions. A group of members also started a
choir and an accompanying band to perform
Mandarin and Cantonese songs at these events.

Being the largest and longest established Chi-
nese organisation in Auckland, ACCC was often
invited to speak on TV, newspapers and radio,
and to various interest groups about aspects
of Chinese tradition, customs, culture and the
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unigue NZ Chinese experiences of hardship and
discrimination. ACCC was also involved in the
Auckland Multicultural Society with over 18 eth-
nic groups as members. These activities helped
raise the profile of ACCC in the mainstream com-
munity and other ethnicities, and also eased the
pathway for the large influx of Chinese migrants
from the mid 1980s.
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Under the leadership of Willie Young and Colin
Chan, special events hosted by ACCC during
this period included :-

e Aseminarin 1978 with the Auckland City
Council on the history of the early Chinese
settlers and the hardships they encountered

e A multi-cultural forum in June 1979 with a
focus on Chinese culture

e A China Night on 2 August 1980 at Mangere
Hall with over 400 guests

e A China Night Ball held at the Mandalay
Ballroom with many VIP guests

e Avisit by the Chinese Taipei Youth Soccer
team in December 1983 when they attended
the Oceania Youth Soccer Tournament

¢ Atour of China by the ACCC soccer team
tour in November 1984
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The 25th Anniversary Silver Jubilee celebration
was held at Mangere Hall on 14 June 1986 with
over 450 attendees enjoying an eleven course
Chinese banquet. Again VIP guests included Gov-
ernment ministers, local mayors and representa-
tives from the PR of China, with ACCC members
providing the entertainment.

In the early 1980s, ACCC was invariably strug-
gling to pay the running costs for Mangere Hall,
and regularly needed fundraising projects to
keep afloat. Several reasonably successful food
fairs were held at Mangere Hall in 1981 and
1982. However, to access a larger population, a
gigantic Chinese food fair was held at Turners &
Growers Ltd in the city in 1986. With the partic-
ipation and help of the whole Chinese commu-
nity this event paid for the cost of publishing the
25th Anniversary book.
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ACCC Committee Members 1979 - 1983
George Wong, Nancy Young, Phillip Wong, Anne Lai, Richard Wong, Audrey Gee, Colin Chan,
Elizabeth Young, Sui Lee, Henry King, George Ah Chan, Stanley King, Arthur Loo, Willie Young,

Harry Luen, James Wong , David Wong, Cecil Wong, Ray Wing, Bob Ming, Jack Chong, Thomas Ho,
John Chong, Gary Young, Tung He Kung, Gloria Lee
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Peter Chan became Chairman of ACCC in 1987
and this began a new chapter of strong engage-
ment with the representatives of the People’s
Republic of China in Wellington and Auckland,
Auckland regional mayors and the local main-
stream community. In addition, ACCC hosted
many Central Government leaders and provincial
delegations from mainland China. A particular
highlight was a dinner at the Orient restaurant in
the Strand Arcade, Queen Street in 1991 for the
then Vice-Premier, Zhu Ronggi, who was to later
go on to be Premier of China.

B e L]

hi--”“

w1 ..

[ aggrEAL.

ACCC was invited by the Lampen Group to par-
ticipate in the second Dragon Boat Festival held
at Princes Wharf in February 1989. For months
before the event many members donated ingre-
dients and made many Chinese delicacies to sell
to the vast crowds at this inaugural event with a
net profit of over $30,000.

Then later in 1989, there was a street parade to
celebrate the new sister city relationship be-
tween Guangzhou and Auckland with food stalls
in Aotea Centre in which ACCC participated.
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For the XIV Commonwealth Games Opening Ceremony in February 1990, ACCC was invited along
with 15 other ethnic groups to provide cultural performances. The ACCC Tai Chi Club under the
leadership of Sifu Khoo, performed two lion dances and were assisted by 24 young ladies and two
banner bearers from the ACCC Sports Club to make a spectacular display.
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Inaugural ACCC CNY Festival in 1992 at Turners & Growers city premises
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Thereafter, the inaugural ACCC Chinese New
Year Festival was held in 1992 at the Turners

& Growers Ltd premises in the city waterfront
area. This has become a very successful annual
event for ACCC and was shifted to the Turners &
Growers premises in Mt Wellington in 1994, and
then to the ASB Showgrounds in 2002.

Other special activities organised by ACCC for
the remainder of the period included:-

A China Ball in 1992 raised 58,888.88 for the Plunket
Society. An attempt to build a Chinese Garden in 1992
was unsuccessful because of strong opposition from
various protest groups.

Hong Kong Yip Choir gave a concert on 11 August
1993 with net proceeds donated to Starship Hospital.
In 1995, a scholarship of 55,000 per year for 3 years
was given to Massey University for Chinese culture
research.

In 1996, a donation of $20,000 was made towards
the setting up of the Chinese Centre of the Auckland
Institute of Technology.

A China Ball was held jointly with the Chinese
Charity Association at the Hilton Hotel on 3 May
1997 which raised $43,000 for local charities.

A Charity Night held at the Coral Reef Restaurant
in September 1998 and with direct donations
raised $78,000 for flood relief in China.

However, the most important matter to arise
during this period was the establishment of the
ACCC community sponsorship programme which
commenced in January 1993. At that time resi-
dency applications involved the applicant being
able to gain points for a number of factors - lan-
guage skills, educational qualifications, invest-
ment funds etc. Additional points were available
to applicants if they had a community sponsor.
That sponsor was required to take care of the
applicant for one year in event that they fell on
bad times, e.g. no job, no accommodation etc.

ACCC agreed to act as community sponsor, but
required the applicant to deposit sufficient
funds to support themselves for a year. This
was initially set at $3,000 but later increased

to $12,000. For this service, it was agreed that
ACCC retain the interest earned on those depos-
its. The Subcommittee reviewing and approv-
ing each of these applications comprised Peter
Chan, Arthur Loo and Alan Tong.

This programme was very successful and ACCC
held community sponsorship deposits of over
S10M at its peak which was repaid to the ap-
plicant after permanent residence was granted
normally within two years but about $150,000
still remains with ACCC. Total interest earned
from those deposits was quite significant and
provided ACCC with sufficient funds to purchase
1 New North Road and make improvements
without any debt.

Highlight Activities 1978 - 1998 - ACCC 60th Anniversary Edition



ACCC With CBD Headquarters

1 New North Road

It was always the vision of Peter Chan to have
clubrooms in the central city area similar in
location to the original Auckland Chinese Hall
premises for easy access for all the Chinese com-
munity and to provide high profile signage for
ACCC. A suitable building at 1 New North Road,
Eden Terrace was owned by China Minmetals.
The building was about to be sold to another
party but Peter Chan asked, through diplomatic
channels, that China Minmetals be “persuaded”
to sell to the ACCC at a favourable price.

With the financial windfall gain from the migrant
deposits, in June 1995, the ACCC Committee
approved the purchase of the 1 New North Road
premises for $1,250,000. This amount included
an allowance of $200,000 for the fitting, fur-
nishing and partitioning of the premises to lease
half of the building to generate income for the
running costs of the premises and Mangere Hall.

The whole first floor was leased by the NZ Nurs-
es Organisation whilst part of the ground floor
was leased to Copy Solutions. The remainder of
the ground floor was occupied by ACCC with a
large board room, a very large community meet-
ing room, two offices and several storerooms.
There were two levels of parking which were
adequate during normal working hours for the
tenants but totally insufficient for ACCC when
larger meetings were held.

ACCC 60th Anniversary Edition - 1 New North Road

The board room was the showpiece of the new
clubrooms and was the ideal location for ACCC
to host many important dignitaries and provin-
cial delegations from the People’s Republic of
China for nearly 20 years.




There was a library for Chinese books and mag-
azines set up in the community room which was
fine for meetings up to 100 persons, cultural
exhibitions, table tennis, Chinese chess and the
initial weekly gatherings of the Senior Lifestyle
Group (except for the parking hassles).

The clubrooms were officially opened on 30 May
1998 by His Worship, Mayor of Auckland, Mr Les
Mills. In conjunction with this opening, a variety
Chinese Cultural Show was held in the Town Hall
with 1,600 ACCC members and friends attend-
ing. To commemorate the occasion, a 38th
Anniversary book was published.

In 2009 the NZ Nurses Organisation vacated the
first floor and we could not secure a tenant to
take the whole floor. Subsequently, we started
to lease the various offices individually and this
proved to be a very difficult exercise especially
collecting rent from small tenants. In fact, there
were always empty offices on this floor until the
building was sold in 2014.

Later, in 2012 Copy Solutions indicated that they
wished to terminate their lease because they
needed additional space to accommodate a
large printing machine. Rather than losing this
major tenant, the ACCC Committee vacated the
board room and its main office, so that Copy
Solutions could remain.

In mid - 2013, ACCC was officially approached

by representatives of Auckland Transport (AT)
about acquisition under the Public Works Act
1981 of our New North Road premises as the in-
terchange station for the proposed underground
rail link. Thereafter, in early 2014, Allen Fong
and Kai Luey negotiated a selling price of $3.7M
plus a rent free period of one year for ACCC to
continue to use its clubrooms whilst new CBD
premises were found. The property settlement
by AT was made on 9 June 2014 and ACCC finally
moved out from New North Road in July 2015.

However, the forced sale provided an excellent
financial benefit for ACCC with a capital gain of
$2.4M over the 15 years since its purchase and
refurbishment in 1999. It is ironic that subse-
quent to this purchase, AT changed its rail design
so that the existing Mt Eden station will become
the interchange station from underground to the
overhead network.

Overall, the North New Road premises was a
valuable asset for ACCC. During the period when
hosting Chinese delegations was a major activity,
it was an ideal location.
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ACCC Committee Members 1987-1989:
Edward Ho, Sek Hoong Shew, George Chan, Harry Fong, Phillip Leung, Ronald Chan, Jim Wong,
Sammy Lee, Charles Yau, Sui Lee, David Wong, Sam Young, Arthur Loo, Peter Chan, Colin Chan,

Francis Siu, Jennie Law, Tony Cho, William Fong, Pui Fong, Victor Ho, Harry Law, Allan Wong, Cecil Wong,
Andrew Wong, Yen Young

ACCC Committee Members 1991 - 1993

ACCC Committee Members 1993 - 1995:

Allan Wong, Tony Cho, Colin Chan, Tony Tse, Steven Leung, Edward Ho, Peter Chan, Alan Tong,

Sam Young, George Chan, Sam Tsoi, Alun Wong, Ronald Chan, William Fong, Harry Fong, Larry Fong,
Sek Hoong Shew, Leo Ho, Pui Fong, Philip Leung, Tony Wong, Ray Wing, Cecil Wong, Jim Wong,
Charles Yau, Edmond Yee, Tony Lee, Yen Young, Tim Young, Anne Lai, Jennie Law, Harry Law
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ACCC Committee Members 1999 - 2001:

Frank Sing, George Chan, Jacky Luk, Tony Wong, Arthur Loo, Sam Chan, Bun Chan, Sek Hoong Shew, Alun
Wong, Peter Chan, Ronald Chan, Leo Ho, Phillip Leung, Harry Fong, Nancy Young, Baldwin March, Audrey
Chan, Peter M F Chan, Alan Tong, Tony Loo, Sam Young, Pui Fong, Yen Young, Ming Lee, Allan Wong, Larry
Fong, Micky Lee, Edward Ho, Colin Chan, Tony Tse, Jennie Law, Harry Law, Matthew Fung, Lim Yuk Lam, Rocky
Chan, Tony Chan, Fiona Yuen, Sun Chau, Tom Doo
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ACCC With CBD Headquarters

Membership Dispute 1999 - 2000

The Auckland Chinese Sports Club (ACSC) had
been established since 1948 for organising sport-
ing activities for the local Chinese youth. When
the concept of building the Mangere Hall to ca-
ter for all the sporting, social and cultural activ-
ities for the Chinese community commenced in
the early 1970s, ACSC donated $4,000 and also
assisted in fundraising projects. In exchange for
free use of the hall, ACSC members did regular
tasks such as cleaning of the hall. This arrange-
ment was discontinued in the 1990s when ACCC
had the financial resources from the migrant
deposit scheme to employ professional cleaners.

No subscriptions were levied as most members
had made big donations to ACCC so that the
Mangere Hall could be built. In late 1998, the
ACCC Committee decided to modernise the
organisation by updating the membership into
computer records and centralising all activities
under ACCC because the various groups enjoyed
the use of ACCC facilities and funding support.
The merging under one banner was agreed by
the badminton, chess, tai chi and school groups
but not ACSC.

Subsequently in November 1998, the ACCC
Committee decided that ACSC could no longer
use Mangere Hall and made moves to formalize
membership by enforcing the completion of
application forms and payment of subscriptions
for the first time. The ACCC Committee also
called a SGM on 19 May 1999 to amend the So-
ciety’s Rules such that only existing Committee
members could nominate any new Committee
members but because of strong protests this
resolution was subsequently rescinded at a fur-
ther SGM on 17 August 1999.

This action prompted concerned members
whose families had previously donated to ACH
and ACCC to submit membership applications
and be entitled to use the ACCC facilities and
vote for the ACCC Committee. Many of these
legitimate membership applications were not
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accepted by the ACCC Committee, so Doug Lum,
Eileen Fong, Rose Luey, Edmond Yee & Graham
Yan were plaintiffs representing a much wider
group of aggrieved members for legal action
against ACCC.

The court case was eventually heard by Justice
Doogue in the High Court of Auckland on 10 May
2000. He advised that in his view it was quite
inappropriate for this type of litigation to be
dealt with in the High Court and that the parties
should give urgent consideration to the prospect
of mediating their differences.

Both parties agreed to mediation by Hon Sir lan
Barker which was held at the Northern Club on
11 - 12 July 2000. ACCC was represented by
Peter Chan, Larry Fong, Edward Ho, Frank Sing,
Allan Wong, Baldwin March, Pui Fong & Bun
Chan and the Action Group by Tom Doo, Sun
Chau, Edmond Yee, Connie Kum, Virginia Chong,
Cecil Wong, Doug Lum & Graham Yan.

The main agreed points from the mediation
were:

e The 1999 AGM ballot papers be destroyed
and the existing ACCC Committee continue
on for another two years handling day-to-
day business only

¢ All membership applications would be
processed promptly and only rejected for
justifiable reasons

e The Sport Club would change their name
to ACCC Sports Club, be reinstated as an
affiliated body of ACCC and will have the use
of ACCC facilities

ACCC paid for approx $115,000 in legal costs for
the dispute and $12,000 in mediation costs from
their accrued funds. However, the Action Group
needed to fundraise to pay their approx $96,000
in legal costs with $34,000 coming from personal
donations and the remainder coming from danc-
es, dinners, raffles, a garage sale and thousands
of bao sales made at Connie Kum’s house.



ACCC With CBD Headquarters

Moving Forward

The mediated agreement of July 2000 came
immediately into effect, and at the subsequent
AGM in 2001, 12 members of the Action Group
joined the ACCC Committee. The new Commit-
tee worked very harmoniously together and this
was demonstrated at the first major event to be
organised. This was the 2002 CNY Festival being
held at the ASB Showgrounds for the first time
with Kai Luey taking up the challenges of being
the Event Organiser at this new venue.

After overseeing the successful re-location of
our iconic CNY event, Peter Chan retired as ACCC
Chairman in 2002, and Tom Doo was unanimous-
ly elected by the Committee to be the Chairman
until he stepped aside in 2007 to allow younger
persons to take over the leadership of ACCC.

From 2000 onwards, in line with their popula-
tion growth, the number of mainland Chinese
organisations in Auckland had increased to over
100. This meant that there were local Chi-

nese groups here to host Chinese delegations,
so ACCC involvement in these visits gradually
lessened. In fact, the Consulate - General in
Auckland at present hosts the most important
Chinese visitors and only the ACCC Officers now
get invited to attend such functions including
visits by Chinese warships.

The immigrants from throughout China also
brought many new cultural aspects to New
Zealand such as regional folk dances, Mandarin
singing, Beijing opera and tai chi so they became
the dominant influence in the community with

many public performances. At the same time
there was less interest in Chinese culture and
language within the mainly second and third
generation ACCC members who concentrated on
activities such as ballroom dancing and sports.
These activities are outlined in more detail in
Chapters 7 & 8.

However, a very unique event in which ACCC
was heavily involved was the Taniwha & Dragon
Festival with Arthur Loo, Kai Luey and Bevan
Chuang on the Organising Committee. This fes-
tival was held at the Orakei Marae on Saturday,
27 April 2013 and hosted by Dr Pita R Sharples,
Minister of Maori Affairs. The ACCC dragon
dance team performed in front of the marae to
open the formal proceedings and this was fol-
lowed by lunch, entertainment and food stalls.
It was a special cultural celebration of the bond
between Maori and Chinese peoples, our shared
past, present and future.
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ACCC With CBD Headquarters

Changes to the Constitution

Auckland Chinese Hall Inc was originally incor-
porated on 23 March 1960 with a submitted
Constitution and this was still applicable when
the name was changed to Auckland Chinese
Community Centre Inc in the 1970s.

In 1996, the Rules were changed to comply with
the requirements of the Inland Revenue De-
partment in relation to the wind-up clause that
any surplus assets shall be handed over to some
institution having charitable objects within New
Zealand. This change enabled ACCC to be classi-
fied as a charity and not pay any tax.

However, the main clauses of the Constitution

remained intact and the important items were:-

e A maximum of 32 Committee members shall
be elected by postal ballot within 30 days
from those nominated at the Annual Gener-
al Meeting

¢ The Chairman and other Officers shall be
appointed by the Committee from among
themselves

In reality, it was a constant struggle to get 32
candidates and the very cumbersome and
time-consuming Committee election by postal
ballot was only held in 1999 (and abandoned

as part of arbitration agreement) and in 2007 &
2009 when there were more than 32 candidates
for the Committee.

A review of the Constitution was part of the
mediation agreement made after the member-
ship dispute in 2000, but this was not finalised
until 2011 under the auspices of Welly Choy. The
main new clauses in the Constitution were:-

e the creation of Enduring Member catego-
ry for those members and their spouse or
partner who donated monies for the con-
struction of the Mangere Hall recognised by
inscribed bricks

¢ Also, any member who donates $1,000 or
more could also become Enduring Member
together with their spouse or partner

e Officers and up to 25 Committee members
shall be elected every two years by those
financial members present at the AGM

In 2016, the Rules were amended so that indi-
viduals who donate $500 or more could become
Enduring Members. This change was made to
assist with the fundraising campaign to build the
Mangere Hall extensions.

50th Anniversary Dinner on 11 June 2011 at Mangere Hall
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ACCC With CBD Headquarters

101 Mt Eden Road

In late 2013, with the imminent sale of 1 New
North Road, the Building Sub Committee under
the chairmanship of Allen Fong began the very
time-consuming process of finding a suitable
CBD premise combining downstairs commercial
rental space with upstairs ACCC space for the
Chinese school, meetings and social activities
plus prominent signage for profile purposes.
This was the strong desire of several of the
Executive Committee members but others felt
that ACCC should purchase strictly commercial
investments and consolidate all ACCC activities
at the expanded Mangere premises.

After an exhaustive search, a property at 101 Mt
Eden Road came to our attention which seemed
to tick all the boxes. The property was pur-
chased on 12 August 2014 for $4.05M.
However, after becoming the owner, it took 4
months for find a tenant for the prime street
frontage shop and we had ongoing issues with
the major tenant, Hometune, who also made
parking access difficult for other tenants.

Then we had the upstairs office tenant vacate
with one month’s notice in May 2015, so the
decision was made to shift our ACCC activities
to this upstairs space since as our rent-free peri-
od of New North Road had expired. Because of

the parking problems at Mt Eden Rd, the Senior
Lifestyle Group moved their weekly meetings
immediately out to Mangere whilst later the
Chinese School, for health & safety reasons
shifted to Parnell Community Centre. This left
only the ACCC boardroom / office upstairs and
finding a tenant for the larger space was a fruit-
less exercise.

In addition, we had very serious maintenance
issues from water ingress, leaks and foyer alter-
ations to comply with fire regulations. These
problems occurred whilst ACCC was in very
active fundraising mode for the Mangere ex-
tensions and we are very appreciative to Owen
Young and Roy Young for arranging this work at
no charge to ACCC.

A long-term developer showed extremely keen
interest in the Mt Eden property from its very
close proximity to the Mt Eden interchange
station despite the low rent return because of
vacancies. It was sold on 30 November 2018
for $5.6M, a capital gain of S1.55M in just over
4 years.
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ACCC Committee Members 2003 -2005

Frank Sing, George Chan, Peter Pan, Connie Kum, Stan King, Jacky Luk, Virginia Chong, Geoffrey Lim,
Meilin Chong, Tom Doo, Kai Luey, Tony Wong, Arthur Loo, Bernard Cheng, Sam Chan, Bun Chan,
Rocky Chan, Susan Wong, Edmond Yee, Tony Chan, Sek Hoong Shew, Fiona Yuen, Alun Wong, Doug-
las Lum, Daniel Poon, Hui Fu Chen, Stephen Leung, Tony Loo, Bernard Lee, Ronald Chan

ACCC Committee Members 2005 -2007

Frank Sing, George Chan, Peter Pan, Connie Kum, Stan King, Jacky Luk, Virginia Chong, Geoffrey Lim,
Meilin Chong, Tom Doo, Kai Luey, Tony Wong, Arthur Loo, Bernard Cheng, Sam Chan, Bun Chan,
Rocky Chan, Susan Wong, Edmond Yee, Tony Chan, Sek Hoong Shew, Fiona Yuen, Alun Wong, Doug-
las Lum, Martin Li, John Ling, Percy Kai Fong, Alex Chau, Jody Zhou, Hui Fu Chen, Jennie Sew Hoy,
Allan Wong

ACCC Committee Members 2007 -2009

John Ling, Frank Sing, George Chan, Peter Pan, Allen Wong, Connie Kum, Richard Leung, Stan King,
Percy Kai Fong, Jacky Luk, Virginia Chong, Geoffrey Lim, Meilin Chong, John Kum, Angela Lowe,
Poynton Shen, Jennie Sew Hoy, Tom Doo, Kai Luey, Tony Wong, Arthur Loo, Bernard Cheng, Helen
Chung, Sam Chan, Bun Chan, Rocky Chan, Martin Li, Susan Wong, Edmond Yee, Tony Chan, Judy
Zhou, Tony Tse
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ACCC at Extended Mangere Premises

Refurbishment Project

For many years the ACCC Executive Committee
had considered improving the toilet facilities
and the mezzanine floor which had severe water
damage caused by the inverted roof design.
However, the advice from architects was that
this was a major project because of the new

fire regulations. In addition, the Committee was
concerned about its low cash reserves especially
with the uncertain tenancies situation at 1 New
North Road.

However, the cash reserves had improved after
the sale of New North Road but offset by the
extra cost of 101 Mt Eden Road. Nevertheless,
the ACCC Committee decided to proceed with

the project to extend and refurbish the Mange-
re Hall. In August 2015, Waitakere Architects
was contracted to prepare design and drawings
which was approved by the Building Sub Com-
mittee chaired by John Kum for competitive
tender in January 2016. The building contract
was let to Wilkran Construction with work com-
mencing in April 2016 and completed in Febru-
ary 2017.

The total project costs including professional
fees and kitchen renovations were nearly $1.6M.
Whilst building was underway, it was activities as
usual during the construction period in the main
hall except for short shutdowns.
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Whilst the tender process was in place, a fund-
raising programme commenced to cover the
financial shortfall. The fundraising was extremely
successful with a total of $580,000 raised includ-
ing $258,000 of grants received from the Lottery
Grants Board and Community Trusts, thanks
entirely to the dedicated efforts and expertise of
our Deputy Chairman, David Wong. In addition,

we had tremendous support from the Chinese
community and others, especially from the older
members who have also in many instances pur-
chased bricks for their children and grandchil-
dren, with $320,000 of donations received. The
attached photo shows the donations received
prior to the official opening and the original
major donors 1970s.
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The Mangere Hall extensions were official- All users of the Mangere Hall are now enjoying

ly opened on Saturday, 11 March 2017. The the improved facilities and extra space with the
afternoon opening ceremony was attended by normal activities of basketball, badminton, vol-
over 400 members and VIP guests and about leyball, ballroom dancing and social activities. In
150 members attended the social dance in the particular, the regular Tuesday gatherings of the
evening. This special occasion was thoroughly Senior Lifestyle Group has attracted many new
enjoyed by all those who braved the elements participants since moving to Mangere.

to attend.
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AUCHLAND CHINESE COMMUNITY CENTRE INC,
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ACCC at Extended Mangere Premises

Purchase of Investment Properties

With the sale of the 101 Mt Eden Road premises
finalised, a Sub Committee consisting of John
Kum, Connie Kum, Harry Wong Kam, David Tai
and Kai Luey were given the task to investigate
suitable investment properties in August 2018.
The brief was to find two commercial premises
within the greater Auckland area with single
long-term stable tenants.

Two investments were required for security of
income and offices and multiple tenancies were
to be avoided based on the previous experiences
of investments with 1 New North Road and 101
Mt Eden Road.

After inspecting many properties, the Sub Com-
mittee recommendations were unanimously ac-
cepted by the ACCC Executive Committee for the
purchase of a child care centre at 168 Lincoln
Road, Henderson for $3.05M with settlement

on 31 May 2019 and the purchase of a car sales
showroom at 772 Great South Road, Penrose for
$2.34M with settlement on 30 August 2019.

With stable income from these two investments,
the long overdue refurbishment of the carpark
at Mangere was carried out in December 2019
and other improvements will be investigated in
the near future.

Child Care Centre at 168 Lincoln Road, Henderson

Car Sales Showroom at 772 Great South Road, Penrose

Purchase of Investment Properties - ACCC 60th Anniversary Edition
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AUCKLAND CHINESE COMMUNITY CENTRE INC COMMITTEE 2015 - 2017

BACK ROW: Yuanyong Yang, Vernon Fraser, John Ling, Meilin Chong, Myra Lowe, David Wong, John
Kum, Alfred Li

FRONT ROW: Virgina Chong, Connie Kum, Judy Cheung, Tony Wong, Kai Luey, Elsie Wong, Jennie
Sew Hoy, Colleen Tang

ABSENT: Bo Li, Merry Tsao, Poynton Shen, Jacky Luk, Stan King, Geoffrey Lim, Percy Kai Fong, Peter
Pan, Michael Ng
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AUCKLAND CHINESE COMMUNITY CENTRE INC COMMITTEE 2017- 2019

BACK ROW: Chas Luen, Colleen Tang, Tony Wong, Alfred Li, Peter Pan, Geoffrey Lim,

Harry Wong Kam, John Ling.

FRONT ROW: Myra Lowe, Merry Tsao, Stan King, Kai Luey, David Wong, Elsie Wong, Meilin Chong
ABSENT: Bo Li, Virginia Chong, Yuanyong Yang, Jennie Sew Hoy, Julie Zhu, David Tai, Jacky Luk,
Poynton Shen, Connie Kum, John Kum, Christine Chan, Robyn Shen
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AUCKLAND CHINESE COMMUNITY CENTRE INC COMMITTEE 2019 - 2021
BACK ROW: John Ling, Virginia Chong, Yuanyong Yang, Leslie Tai, Susan Young, Bo Li, Meilin Chong,
Cecil Croucher, Jennie Sew Hoy, Cathrine Ming, Roy Young, Julie Zhu, Peter Pan
FRONT ROW: Alfred Li, Connie Kum, David Tai, Kai Luey , Merry Tsao, John Kum, Elsie Wong

ABSENT: David Wong, Helen Chung, Koreen Liew-Young, Ken Gan

ACCC Committee Members 2017 - 2021 - ACCC 60th Anniversary Edition



ACCC Chairmen’s Profiles

1975 - Present
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FRED WONG (5% B1%) 1975 - 1977

Fred Wong was
born in Kwong
Cheu, China on
28th August 1928
to Mr Wong Sor
and Mrs Wong,
Chan Shee. He was
the eldest son with
two siblings Pearl
and Trevor.

As a young boy, he came to New Zealand with
his parents as refugees in 1939. On arrival to
New Zealand, his parents set up home briefly
in Mt Eden and Fred attended school at Mt
Roskill Primary. Later his parents opened a
fruit shop on Richmond Road, Grey Lynn
where Fred would also work after school.

Fred met his wife, Helen, daughter of Henry
Shue who also owned a fruit shop. They were
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married on 2nd January 1960 and had four
children, Michael, Stephen, Sheryl and Jason.
Fred taught his children to work hard and
work smart to get ahead in life.

When Fred’s father died in 1963, Fred and
Helen took over the family business whilst
Fred’s mother helped to look after the chil-
dren while they worked long hours. They later
sold the Grey Lynn shop and bought another
fruit shop on Gladstone Road, Parnell which
was very successful.

Fred invested in old houses whilst still working
at the fruit shop for his long term financial
security. He decorated these properties at
night to get them ready to rent out before
going directly to the markets for the fruit shop
in the morning.

Fred’s interest in the Chinese community and
heritage was influenced by his father who was
a founding member of the Kwong Cheu Club.
He felt it important for him to continue his
father’s shoes as an active member of the



Chinese Community. The Chinese Community
in the late 1960s was tight knit and social life
revolved around weekly gatherings with
extended families and friends. Fred’s interest
in sports led him to represent the Auckland
Chinese in table tennis. He also helped to
build a float to represent the Chinese Commu-
nity in parades down Queen Street.

Fred and his family became active members
of the ACCC in the early 1970s. His two oldest
boys attended Chinese school at the old State
Theatre on Symonds Street every Sunday. He
became involved in fundraising, and was part
of the fundraising committee that arranged a
collection of art from China to be displayed
and sold for the build of the Mangere Sports
Centre. He was elected as ACCC Chairman for
1975-77. His health prevented him from
seeking a second term as Chairman.

Fred passed away in September 1978 at the
young age of 50 after falling ill in 1977. He
was survived by his wife, four children, six
grandchildren and two great grandchildren.

DR GAM LEE (F43%) 1977-79
MBE, MBChB (Otago)

Dr Gam Poy Lee
was born in Go Yi
Village, Guang-
zhou in March
1934. He was the
second son of Lee
Yun Jong and Lay
Lay Ming.

His father first set
off alone to New Zealand and established a
market garden in Mangere Bridge. When the
Japanese attacked Southern China in 1939,
Gam and his mother and brother escaped on
foot to Hong Kong. His brother was able to
join his father in New Zealand soon after-
wards on a student visa. Gam and his mother
had to wait for six months before they could
get passage on board RMS Aorangi for New

Zealand. This boat was the last to leave Hong
Kong before the harbour was bombed by the
Japanese. He and his mother arrived in New
Zealand on temporary visas on 21 January
1940.

Gam attended Mangere Bridge Primary
School followed by Otahuhu College. With
encouragement from his elder brother, he
was able to study medicine at Otago Universi-
ty, Dunedin. He married Hane Chin in 1956
while still a student. He graduated in 1959
and embarked on a career in psychiatry in
Dunedin. He and his wife became naturalised
New Zealanders in 1961.

When his mother had a stroke, Gam chose to
give up his career in psychiatry and moved his
family to Waiheke Island, Auckland, to be
close to his mother. On Waiheke, he set up
the first general practice on the Island. Within
three years at Waiheke, Gam was involved in
setting up a Lions Club on the Island and also
became a member of Waiheke County
Council.

Gam moved to Mangere Bridge after his
father passed away and joined Dr Topping in a
general practice. Later, he moved his practice
to Pakuranga and worked there until his
retirement.

Gam believed in serving the communities
where he lived. He was a very active member
of the Auckland Chinese Community Centre
and was its Chairman when the land at 99
Taylor Road was purchased and the hall built
on it. He was a founding member of the
Auckland Chinese Medical Association. Also,
he has served two terms as a Manukau City
Councillor. He was a member of the Auckland
Hospital Board, as well as a Justice of Peace,
and a Rotarian for 20 years.

In 1995, he was awarded the honour, MBE for his
services to both medicine and the community.

Gam always felt that “New Zealand adopted
him and gave him an excellent education and
therefore he owed this country so much that
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he will never be able to repay this debt”. He
also believed it was important for Chinese
people in New Zealand to be involved in the
community.

When he died in 2007, he was survived by his
wife, Hane; two sons, Denis and Bernard;
daughter, Pauline; and seven grandchildren.

DONG WILLIE LEE YOUNG (& &%)
1979 - 81 & 1983-87 QSO, JP

Willie was born in
Bai Cun Village,
Guangzhou in
1928 and arrived
in New Zealand
with his father
Dong Wai Young in
1941. They settled
in Tauranga where
the family created
a market garden
business. His mother Sue Chi-Yau arrived soon
after.

In circa 1946 he married Susie Joe Beck whose
family had a large market garden in Palmer-
ston North. In 1948 the young couple and
parents moved to Thames where Willie and
his father purchased a dry-cleaning business.
Around 1955 Willie’s sister from China arrived
in Thames and soon after Willie, Susie and
family (including Mr and Mrs Dong senior) left
Thames for Auckland. Mr Dong senior was
unwell and retired. Willie went on to pur-
chase land in Mt Wellington, Otahuhu and
Mangere to farm.

Around 1967 Willie changed direction. He
sold the farm, purchased retail buildings and
began the next chapter of his life in soft
furnishings and property investment.

The business involved the retail of soft
furnishings and importation of fabrics. The
stores were located at the newly developed
Otara Shopping Mall, Mangere Shopping Mall,
and Otahuhu. At the time Otara and Mange-
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re were new subdivisions aka ‘nappy valleys'.
The soft furnishing business also attracted a
lot of commercial work, such as movie
theatres, halls, and offices.

Willie became involved with ACCC as one of
the core group who conceived the vision of
the Centre and was nominated Fundraising
Chairman. In this role he became the driving
force behind the fundraising efforts and
oversaw the building project. His commit-
ment and tireless energy saw the project
through to completion.

Willie was elected Chairman of the ACCC in
1979. He served three terms totalling
approximately 9 years. During his tenure, he
established a structure for an organisation of
committees, held formal meetings, set up
systems to record meetings and events and
created a team of people who pulled together
to make the ACCC a consolidated community.
During 1985 to 1987 there were 28 persons
on committees.

Willie’s abilities and communication skills
enabled him to cross cultural and social
boundaries which resulted in expanding the
ACCC’s prominence to Local Government and
NZ Government representatives and dignitar-
ies who, were then, often attending ACCC
events. He also worked on building rapport
with People’s Republic of China representa-
tives who started offering goodwill trips to
China to ACCC members via the Ministry of
Overseas Chinese Affairs. He was pivotal in
creating a Chairmanship that was a catalyst
for future ACCC Chairmen to follow.

He gave much of his time to the ACCC espe-
cially during the fund raising and building
years it became a full-time project and whilst
he was Chairman. He was passionate about
bringing the community together and helping
the Chinese being understood by the wider
community. He never forgot his roots and he
made regular trips back to his village and
funded the building of the children’s wing at
the village hospital.



Outside of the ACCC, Willie was a founding
member of the Rotary Club of East Tama-
ki-Otara in 1968. He was President of the
Club in 1977 — 1978 after being Director and
on the Board for several years before that.

He was a Paul Harris Fellow which is an
honour granted by Rotary International at the
behest of the Club in recognition of his service
as a Rotarian and generally.

Dong Willie Lee Young was awarded the
Companion of the Queen’s Service Order for
Public Services in 1981.

Willie passed away in 1994 and is survived by
his wife Dong Susie Lee Young and their six
children (Sylvia, Shirley, Karlein, Elizabeth,
Richard and Lorraine and 9 grandchildren.

COLIN CHAN (4t i% ) 1981 - 83
ONZM

Colin was born in
1941 in Guang-
zhou, China and
came to NZ when
he was about
twelve years old.
Here, he attended
the local Auckland
Chinese Presbyte-
rian Church for the
Sunday bible classes. Colin assisted the elders
of the Church, teaching Cantonese to the
young children for about seven years. From
1960 Colin taught at the newly purchased
Auckland Chinese Hall Inc in Symonds Street.
In 1971 he was the Convenor of the School
Sub-Committee as well as being on the ACCC
Committee.

From the opening (1978) of the Auckland
Chinese Community Centre in Mangere, Colin
Chan was the Headmaster until he retired in
1999. As well as being the Chinese School
Headmaster over this 23 year period, his
specialist role on the Committee was in
property management, electrical mainte-
nance, and the security system of the ACCC.

For forty years, Colin volunteered his services
and expertise as a registered electrician to the
community with a passion. In his words,
during this time, he felt that “the school
promotes our Chinese culture and gives the
local Chinese an opportunity to continue their
heritage by learning their language of origin”.
He continued “It is so easy to lose one’s
heritage in a Westernized country so | feel
that | am doing my part for the local Chinese
by teaching the younger generation in particular”.

Colin undertook many other roles. In the
1960’s, he was involved with fundraising for
the Chinese Presbyterian Church and for the
ACCC project in Taylor Road. During this
period, he also sat on the China Ball Commit-
tee. The funds from these balls went to local
charity organizations such as IHC, nursing
homes, St Johns etc. In the sixties and early
seventies, Colin was involved in performing
the Lion Dance at celebrity occasions. Colin
was also a passionate soccer player initially in
the multi cultural YMCA and then for the
Auckland Chinese Sports Association and
Auckland Chinese Double Tenth teams.

In 1981 — 1983 Colin held the position of
Chairman of the ACCC and was the instigator
of food fairs to raise money for much needed
funds for the maintenance of the Community
Centre. Colin’s entrepreneurial spirit came to
the fore with his building of the iconic Orien-
tal Tower in Wellesley Street West in the late
1980s and then a Chinese Garden in North
Shore Hospital in the 1990s for the mental
health and wellbeing of the hospital’s pa-
tients. From 1960 — 1981 Colin served on the
Board of Managers for the Chinese Presbyteri-
an Church and on the ACCC Committee from
1963 to 1999.

In 2000 Colin Chan was made an Officer of
the New Zealand Order of Merit (ONZM) in
recognition of his dedication to the teaching
of Cantonese to young children, services to
the Chinese Community and charity work
undertaken. Sadly, Colin Chan passed away 14
April 2015 at age 74 years.
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PETER CHAN (%% %5) 1987-93,
1995-2002 MNZM

Peter Chan was
born in Sun Gai
(¥74) village in
Zengcheng county
of Guangdong
Province in 1930.
His grandfather
Chan Fook On
(F% 45 % ) was one
of the earliest
Chinese community leaders in Wellington and
was involved in shipping exhumed Chinese
emigrants’ coffins on board the historic S. S.
Ventnor that sank in 1902. Peter arrived in
Auckland in 1949 to work at his father’s fruit
shop and started his own in 1953. In 1973
Peter along with his brother Ronald and
brother-in-law Bill Fong joined the Three Guys
supermarket chain to operate its greengro-
cery section. Almost at the same time he
helped his family start a small Chinese grocery
store named Tai Ping. With Peter’s enterpris-
ing spirit, Tai Ping grew steadily, and is now
the largest Asian supermarket chain in
Auckland with 12 stores across the region.

From the 1950s Peter was an active member
of the Auckland branch of the New Zealand
Chinese Association (NZCA). He took partin
many community activities including running
the Tai Tung Opera Society and the Auck-
land-based Chinese Film Society. The latter
contributed important start-up funds to the
Auckland Chinese Hall, of which Peter was
one of the 31 founding committee members
and guarantors. He was the first headmaster
of the Chinese school of the ACCC, and served
in the ACCC executive committee until 1973.
He was twice the fund-raising Committee
Chairman for establishing the ACCC Mangere
hall. Working closely with eminent Chinese
entrepreneur, Thomas Ah Chee, this commit-
tee successfully organised high-profile fairs at
the Epsom Showgrounds in 1971 and 1972
Starting in 1987, Peter was the ACCC chair-
man for 16 years, during which he led the
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ACCC in greatly raising the profile of the
Chinese community through donations to
various organisations such as the Starship
Hospital, Heart Foundation NZ and Cancer
Society NZ, organising the Chinese New Year
Festival launched in 1992, and participating in
numerous public events including the Auck-
land Lantern Festival since 2000. The Chinese
New Year celebration has become one of the
most popular cultural events in Auckland.
Between 1993 and 1996 the ACCC provided a
Chinese community sponsorship that assisted
some 900 families to immigrate from Hong
Kong and mainland China. These new mi-
grants then enriched the Auckland Chinese
community life enormously.

From the 1980s Peter was dedicated to
building the friendship between New Zealand
and China, and helped facilitate Auckland and
Guangzhou to form a sister relationship in
1989. He received the honour of being
invited to attend the handover ceremony of
Hong Kong in 1997. In 1999 he was made a
Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit
(MNZM) in recognition of his service to the
Chinese community. ACCC gave Peter the title
of Life Honour Chairman in 1993 and he was
also awarded Life Membership of the NZCA
Auckland Branch. Peter retired from his
business and public life in the early 2000s.

EDWARD HO (f7#4%) 1993-1995

Edward Ho is a
Chartered Accoun-
tant who emigrat-
ed to New Zealand
from Hong Kong in
the early 1990s.
He helped set up
Malcolm Pacific,
an immigration
consultancy with
Aussie Malcolm and he was one of their
directors but his responsibilities were for the
finances only. Edward was living at Half Moon




Bay but his current address is unknown as he
probably returned back to Hong Kong in the
2000s.

THOMAS DOO (x#2#%) 2001-07
Qsm

Thomas Wong
Cheu Kwan Doo
% 42 ) was born
in Auckland in
1925. Heis the
third generation
from the original
Thomas Doo (his
grandfather) who
came to New
Zealand in 1884 and established an import
and export business. Originating from Xinhui,
Guangdong Province, the family has grown to
over 150 members today.

Thomas Doo | became a Chinese community
leader, being a founder of the Kwong Cheu
Club established in 1923, which still prospers
today. Thomas Doo Il (Thomas's father) was
Secretary of the 31-member-committee that
guaranteed the mortgage for the establish-
ment of the Auckland Chinese Hall in Sy-
monds Street. From that committee came
also the building of the Taylor Road Mangere
complex. In later years the organisation was
renamed ACCC and the establishment of 1
New North Road, then the Mt Eden Road
building, and most recently back to the rebuilt
Mangere complex.

Thomas lll, one of the family’s six children,
was educated at Auckland Grammar School
and the University of Auckland. He played
Rugby and Athletics, becoming the Inter-Sec-
ondary School Junior Champion in Sprinting
and Hurdles in 1940. He came into the family
business in 1947. With his three brothers,
they developed their textile and fireworks
business into a nationwide identity.
Following family tradition, Thomas Ill was
interested in community affairs. He was a
foundation member of the original Chinese

Club established in Hobson St in the 1970s,
and Chairman of the China Ball Committee
between the 1950s and 1960s, which was
conspicuous in making annual donations to
many charities. He was made a patron of the
St John’s Ambulance Association, a foundation
member and fundraiser of Boystown (today’s
Youthtown), and established the Mangere
Community Development & Cultural Trust
(also known as Mangere Markets Trust) which
even today makes annual donations to many
South Auckland Schools and sports bodies.
He is also a veteran member of the Com-
merce Club of Auckland.

In 2002, Thomas was awarded the Queen’s
Service Medal (QSM) for services to the
community and charitable work. He was
Chairman of the ACCC from 2002 to 2007. At
age 94, Thomas himself has a large family of 5
children, 12 grandchildren and 10 great
grandchildren. He is delighted to be able to
participate in the celebration of the ACCC
60th Anniversary.

ARTHUR LOO (J£4%7%) 2007-13
QsSM, LLB

Arthur Loo was
born in 1953 on
the family’s small
market garden in
Mangere Bridge.
His father, Loo
Churk Tim, had
first come to New
Zealand in 1920
and had paid the
then poll tax of
£100. His mother, Leet Yow Way, did not
arrive in New Zealand until 1952. Arthur was
the first in his family to be born in New
Zealand, his older siblings having been born in
China in the village of Dadun, Zengcheng
county, Guangdong.

Arthur attended Waterlea Primary School and

Onehunga High School. He obtained a degree
in law at the University of Auckland and began
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practicing law in 1977. He was made a
partner of his firm in 1980. In 1995, he was a
founding partner of the firm Loo & Koo, which
is widely known for its presence in the local
Chinese community.

Arthur was elected to the committee of the
Auckland Chinese Community Centre in 1977.
Soon after joining, he was given the role of
Secretary, a post he would hold for 18 years
while, at the same time, serving as Deputy
Chairman for nine years. He has vivid memo-
ries, in the days before photocopiers, of
producing and folding of up to 800 newslet-
ters every few months with his wife Jennie on
their dining table and then taking them in
multiple cardboard cartons to the Post Office
for sending. A by-product of all those years of
addressing envelopes meant that he knew
where everyone lived off by heart!

After serving with five Chairmen in a support
role, Arthur himself was elected Chairman in
2007 and served for three terms from 2007 to
2013 before stepping down to refocus his
attention on his law practice. During his term,
he made a point of liaising with the other
Chinese community groups while, at the same
time, building up relationships with the other
Asian community groups, such as the Korean
and Japanese communities, all with the aim of
raising the profile of the Auckland Chinese
Community Centre.Arthur was awarded the
Queen’s Service Medal for community service
in 2012 and was made a life member of the
ACCCin 2013.

KAI LUEY (& Z83#) 2013 - PRESENT
QSM, BE(HONS)

Kai-Shek Luey was
born in Westport
in 1941, the ninth
child of Luey You
Woo and Wong
Gee Queen who
were both from
Bak Shek village in
Zengcheng county
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in Guangdong Province, China and emigrated
to New Zealand in 1918 and 1920 respectively.

The Luey family operated fruit shop business-
es in Greymouth, Westport, Wellington and
Lower Hutt, and from an early age Kai helped
his parents and brothers in the family busi-
nesses.

As the youngest child in the family, Kai was
given the opportunity to gain a tertiary
education, and he graduated from the Univer-
sity of Canterbury with a Bachelor of Engi-
neering (Electrical) degree with First Class
Honours in 1965. Thereafter he spent over 30
years as an engineer and manager in the
electricity supply industry with the NZ Elec-
tricity Department and various multinational
public companies both in New Zealand and
overseas. For the last 17 years of his corpo-
rate employment, Kai was General Manager
and Managing Director of various companies
within the Morgan Dulmison Group based in
Australia, New Zealand, and Thailand and also
with responsibilities for the newly opened
operations in India and Malaysia.

During his working career in New Zealand, Kai
found that progression in both public and
private sectors was very difficult and frustrat-
ing for a person of Chinese ethnic origin. He
felt he needed to prove to management that
his performance, abilities and enthusiasm
were far superior to those of his contempo-
raries to even get the promotions that he
gained. Hence, Kai emigrated with his wife,
Rose, and their two young children to Sydney,
Australia at the age of 38 to advance his
career opportunities and was appointed as
General Manager of a large company within
four years. Thereafter his executive manage-
ment career thrived in the international
environment until the inevitable corporate
takeover of the Group in 1999.

In terms of his community work, Kai was
heavily involved for many years since his
University days in Chinese sports (especially
basketball) in Christchurch, Auckland, and
Wellington, and was the founding Secretary



for the Wellington Sports & Cultural Centre
Inc for six years whilst the complex was
conceived and built. He was also a member
of the Organising Committee to establish the
NZCA Easter Sports Tournament when it was
decided to discontinue the Double Tenth Tour-
nament, and was the Tournament Controller
at the inaugural event in Wellington in 1974

Since his departure from corporate employ-
ment in 1999, Kai has become a very active
leader in Chinese community affairs and
voluntary organisations in Auckland including
NZCA Auckland Branch (Chairman 2002 -
2011), Auckland Chinese Community Centre
(Chairman 2013 to present), Auckland Region-

i

al Migrant Services Trust and Rotary Club of
Auckland Harbourside (President 2002 -
2003). He has also been active in the national
arena with terms as the National President of
NZCA, a Trustee and then Chair of the Poll Tax
Heritage Trust and a Director of Public Trust.
Whilst Chairman of NZCA Auckland Kai
initiated the Going Banana Conferences in
2005 and the Leadership & Development
Camps in 2007 and the Senior Lifestyle Group
in 2008

For this community work Kai was awarded the
Queen’s Service Medal (QSM) in the 2005
New Year Honours List.

1

Former ACCC Chairmen with Mayor Len Brown at 50th Anniversary Dinner at Mangere Hall June 2011

Chairman Xi Jinping with New Zealand Chinese Leaders 2014

Chairmen’s Profiles - ACCC 60th Anniversary Edition




ACCC Chinese New Year Events

1992-2020

The annual Chinese New Year celebration by

the Auckland Chinese Community Centre has be-
come its major fundraising event and is now our
iconic high-profile flagship activity.

The first ACCC Chinese New Year Festival was
held on 1 February 1992 at the Turners &
Growers (T&G) premises in the produce market
complex near the Viaduct Basin in the Auckland
CBD. There was an opening ceremony with VIP
speeches from the Consul General and local
dignitaries, some cultural entertainment, and
market stalls and hot food stalls.

When the produce markets were re-located to
Mt Wellington in the early 1990s, ACCC held
the 1994 and subsequent Chinese New Year
Festivals in the very large Turners & Growers
premises. The event at this new venue gained
great popularity with the recent Chinese mi-
grants which created major traffic jams on the
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Southern Motorway. With the increasingly high
profile of ACCC and its CNY celebration, the
current Prime Minister, Leader of the Opposition
and other MP’s also participated in the opening
ceremony and major companies such as Skycity,
National Bank, Mercedes Benz and Cathay Pacif-
ic became major sponsors and supporters.

Leo Ho, Tony Tse and Larry Fong were the event
organisers in various years for this major un-
dertaking for the decade that the CNY Festival
was held at the Turners & Growers premises in
the city and Mt Wellington, with tremendous
assistance from the ACCC Executive Committee
members and other volunteers. However, the
T & G management advised in 2001 that their
business had become a seven days a week oper-
ation and that they could no longer accept the
disruption caused by the two days required to
setup and hold the event.



CNY Festival at Turners & Growers, Mt Wellington

ACCC will always be truly grateful for the very
generous support of Turner & Growers for
providing their premises for our CNY events in
the CBD and Mt Wellington free of charge for
a decade.

Therefore, in 2002, Kai Luey took up the chal-
lenge of organising the CNY Festival at a com-
pletely new venue, the ASB Showgrounds, which
had the advantage of being centrally located for
public transport and larger carparking facilities.
ACCC needed to pay the applicable hire fees but
Tom Doo and Kai Luey managed to negotiate
concessions regarding the setup day, ground
space usage and the reception room which are
still ongoing.

The basic format for the annual CNY celebration
at ASB Showgrounds thereafter has remained
the same over the years with Fiona Yuen as
Event Organiser from 2003 to 2007 and Kai Luey
taking over again from 2008 to 2020. This free
event is eagerly anticipated by many thousands
of recent migrants from China and other parts
of Asia because they can again experience the
sights, sound, smells and pageantry of a tradi-
tional Chinese New Year celebration which they
enjoyed each year in their previous home coun-
try. The local mainstream Kiwis and NZ born
Chinese also enjoy the event because of the
great entertainment both indoor and outdoor,
the exotic variety of Asian food available and the
wide range of goods and services displayed in
the market area.

2002 CNY Festival at ASB Showgrounds
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In 2008, there were significant changes in some
aspects of the event which has greatly con-
tributed to its ongoing success and fundraising
improvements.

The event title was changed to Chinese New
Year Festival & Market Day and the opening
hours extended to 9.30am - 3.30pm (in later
years 4.00pm)

¢ Multi-Media Systems Limited came on board
as the major sponsor by providing free of
charge very professional stage, lighting and
sound systems complete with two large
screen monitors.
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An event brochure was produced to feature
the sponsors, stallholders and entertain-
ment programme

Jim He was engaged as the contractor to
organise the indoor cultural concert with
quality local performers supplemented

by visiting troupes from China whenever
available

Kai Luey organised a new outdoor enter-
tainment programme of tai chi, martial arts,
diablo, lion dances and Chinese pop groups
& singers

A more extensive range of children’s amuse-
ments was arranged



In 2011, the indoor stalls and cultural concert
stage and seating were transferred from Halls 1
& 2 to the much larger and more modern Halls
3 & 4, because the demand for stall space had
increased considerably. In addition, TV33 be-
came co-host and provided extensive advertising
for the event which greatly assisted in securing
major sponsors. When TV33 shut down in 2019,
Panda TV37 became the co-host and helped
boost the number of sponsors in 2020. The
estimated attendance is about 20,000 persons
each year.

Planning for the annual CNY Festival & Market
Day needs to commence 9 months before the
actual day. Major sponsors are then approached

to confirm their participation and to choose
their premium positions. Thereafter, stall appli-
cations open 6 months before the event and reg-
ular stallholders clamour to book their favorite
locations. All the preliminary work is done by a
hardy few but for the setup day and the event
day itself, there is extensive support from
many volunteers.

ACCC would like to acknowledge the valuable
support from our TV co-hosts, Multi-Media, our
many other generous sponsors, stallholders,
entertainers and volunteers in making our CNY
Festival & Market Days extremely successful
occasions.
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ACCC Activities

Cantonese Opera

For many years before the advent of TV and
other modern electronic devices, the only

way the older folk could retain connection to
their cultural heritage was to listen to scratchy
magnetic tape recordings of Cantonese opera,
often borrowed from friends & relatives.These
tapes brought great joy to the lives of the early
settlers after long hard-working days in the fruit
shops, market gardens or laundries.

So when the Auckland Chinese Hall was estab-
lished in Symonds Street, the Tai Tung Opera
Society was one of the original groups helping
to promote the preservation of all aspects of
Chinese culture amongst Auckland Chinese
whilst providing entertainment and education.

Then the revived Auckland Chinese Opera
Troupe was very active under the leadership of

Charlie Lawgun and Nancy Young. The troupe
was headed by professional actress Mary Tam,
and other participants included Ronald Chan,
Tony Loo, Lee Yee Man, F C Lai, Tim Tongand P F
Shew. The orchestra section included K C Lowe,
Gam Chan, Peter Chan and M S Wong.

Excerpts from famous operas were performed
on many occasions including a performance in
Wellington. The troupe played a leading role
in entertainment at ACCC functions and intro-
duced Chinese opera and music to mainstream
New Zealanders on a TV programme and many
public performances at festivals and other func-
tions. Through music, costume, singing and
stage props, the group educated the audiences
with the history, traditions, morals and vir-
tues of China.
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In the late 1980s, the logistics and manpower re-
quired to stage such events became too difficult
for ACCC especially with the surge of migrants
from Hong Kong and Guangzhou with vast expe-
rience in organising and performing Cantonese
opera forming their own groups.

Thereafter, ACCC co -hosted with the Cantonese
Opera Society of New Zealand a special event

“ A Night At Cantonese Opera” at Aotea Centre on
Sunday, 3 May 2015 with funds raised of $6,000
donated to the Cancer Society of New Zealand.
The concert had four special guest performers
from Hong Kong and Guangzhou and it was an
outstanding success. The joint message from the
co - hosts is in the event brochure is shown below.
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Our long-term Committee member, Ronald
Chan, retained his passion for Cantonese op-
era and regularly performed with these other
groups, mainly the Jing Ren Opera Society.
However, ACCC did arrange special Cantonese
opera performances to celebrate Chinese New
Year on 19 & 20 February 1999 starring Ronald
Chan and visiting artists from Hong Kong.

In recognition that Chinese opera was one of the
earliest activities for ACH / ACCC, Audrey Chan,
President of the Cantonese Opera Society of
New Zealand and former ACCC Committee mem-
ber, gave a special performance in full costume
of an excerpt from the White Hair Snake opera
at the opening of the refurbished and extended
Mangere Hall on 11 March 2017.
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A Night At Cantonese Opera
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ACCC Activities

Chinese School

The maintenance of the traditional Cantonese
language amongst the younger generation was
one of the prime objectives of the founding
Auckland Chinese Hall Committee for purchasing
the State Theatre at 160 - 162 Symonds Street in
1960, and the Chinese School was immediately
established. Hence the ACCC Chinese School
has 60 years of history. Itis one of the earliest
Chinese school in Auckland, of which presently
there are approximately 30 Chinese schools.

There were over 100 pupils at the Symonds
Street school which taught Cantonese for two
hours on Sunday mornings. Peter Chan was

the first headmaster and the first trained and
qualified teacher for the school was Mrs Chang
from Hong Kong, whose husband Dr Chang

was a mathematics lecturer at the University of
Auckland. Mrs Chang was assisted by Colin Chan
and many other volunteer teachers.

The Chinese School was relocated to the new-
ly built Auckland Chinese Community Centre
in Mangere in 1978 as the Symonds Street
building was in the process of being sold.
However, the number of students dropped
considerably because of its remote location.
Colin Chan was appointed Headmaster for the
ACCC Chinese School at Mangere, a position
he held until 1999.

These Cantonese classes were held on Sunday
mornings from 10am to 12.30pm and the pupils
were mostly third and fourth generation.

Teachers volunteered their services and these
included Allen Liang, Thomas Ho, Joyce Ho, Alex
Cheung, Priscilla Maher, Audrey Gee and Jean-
nie Yee. Later in the mid 1980s, Percy Kaifong
taught English to the new migrants and his wife,
Iva taught Cantonese to the preschoolers.

In 1998, the school also commenced teaching in
Mandarin by Teresa King and Stan King as well
as continuing with Cantonese because of the
large influx of new Chinese immigrants to New
Zealand. Many of the recent migrants were very
dedicated in ensuring their children retained
their Chinese language and culture whereas

the local Chinese were more apathetic towards
language and culture. Hence, the school classes
were increasingly providing Mandarin lessons
and Cantonese teaching ceased completely in
the early 2000s.
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In 2010, the school moved from Mangere to

the ACCC premises at 1 New North Road, Eden
Terrace as it was more central and convenient for
most students including adults wishing to learn
Mandarin in evening classes. One elementary
class also started in Onehunga in 2013 for two
years, to be convenient for those living in South
Auckland.

Special Prize Giving Event 2012

The school later moved in 2015 to the newly
acquired offices at 101 Mt Eden Road, and then
in the beginning of 2016, all classes moved to
the Parnell Community Centre in Parnell Road,
Newmarket. To save the Parnell hire costs, the
Chinese School moved back to the renovated
Mangere premises in February 2019.
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During the period from 2000 to 2018, the school
was run by Stanley King as School Principal. Stan
is a second-generation Cantonese, and is fluent
in Mandarin, and had four years of full-time
teaching experience in Taiwan, teaching at the
Taipei American International High School in
Taipei.

From 1999, all the employed Mandarin teachers
were qualified from Teachers Training College

or graduates of universities or tertiary colleges
in China, and with past teaching experience.

The Chinese School has been supported by the
Consulate General office of the People’s Republic
of China in Auckland with financial assistance
previously and with ongoing free education and
teaching material. From 2019, Peter Pan has
been the School Principal with assistance from
Alfred Li, both long term ACCC Committee mem-
bers, but with no formal teaching qualifications.

The school curriculum from when the school first
started, was to teach the young children to read
and write Chinese characters (initially traditional
but latterly simplified), but also to teach them
about Chinese culture, art and customs. At the
end of each year, a School Prize Giving Function
was held, where pupils of all classes give a group
presentation of short plays or recital items for
parents and invited VIP guests.



ACCC Activities

Tai Chi

Tai Chi was first introduced at the ACCC in 1979
with a demonstration and talk by Sifu Khoo Kok
Hua. Encouraged by the community response
and interest shown, Sifu Khoo established the
ACCC Tai Chi Club with assistance from David
Wong who was a member of the ACCC Committee.

The Tai Chi Club did not only teach Tai Chi but
also taught and promoted a wider spectrum of
the Chinese martial arts, including Lion Dancing,
as part of the rich cultural heritage of China.

Tai Chi classes were held every Tuesday evening
for two hours and students learnt Traditional
Yang Style Tai Chi Chuan, beginning with the
Long Form of 108 movements and then later a
Short Form was also taught. As the students’
skills in the bare hand form developed, they
advanced to the Tai Chi Sword and Push Hands.
For the younger members of the Club, Sifu Khoo
taught the Kung Fu (Northern Style) forms of Tan
Tui (Springing Leg), Gong Li Chuan (Power Fist),
Dragon Fist, Praying Mantis Fist, and the weap-
ons Cane, Staff, and Broadsword.

The classes were popular with both Chinese and
non-Chinese alike and men, women and some
family groups with children attended. There
were regular attendances of up to 30 people.

The Lion Dance (Southern Style) was also one of
Sifu Khoo's expertise and a separate group was
formed under the Tai Chi Club. The ACCC then
had its own inhouse Lion Dance Team which per-
formed regularly at ACCC and also NZCA events
such as the Chinese New Year celebrations,
August Moon Festivals, Chinese National Day
celebrations, Food Fairs and at the 25th Anniver-
sary of ACCC celebration.

From the mid 1980s, interest in Chinese culture
began to grow, and the ACCC received regular
requests for cultural performances from all sec-
tors of the wider community. The requests were
invariably passed on to the Tai Chi Club to fol-
low-up with Tai Chi and Kung Fu demonstrations
and/or Lion Dance performances as appropriate.
In 1984 the Tai Chi Club organised on behalf of
ACCC the presentation of The Martial Arts of
China in conjunction with the Mangere Festival.
Other involvements of the Tai Chi Club included
two NZ Film premieres (The Last Emperor and
Empire of the Sun), China Expo 88 and Panda
Visit Official Openings, Auckland Multicultural
Society concerts, China Week Celebrations in
Auckland City, Lampen Dragon Boat Festival and
a major travel industry promotion.
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Sifu Khoo Lion Dance Team at Lampen Dragon Boat Festival 1988

Auckland - Guangzhou Sister City street parade 1989

In June 1988 the ACCC purchased a new Lion
and built new storage facilities for all the equip-
ment. The original Lion has had a hardworking
life, including its use for training, and was about
to be retired.

The XIV Commonwealth Games Opening Cer-
emony in February 1990 became the highlight
event — it was indeed a once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity and experience to be on the world stage.
The ACCC received an invitation from the Games
organisers for the NZ Chinese community to be
represented and to participate as one of sixteen
ethnic groups in the Opening Ceremony.

The Tai Chi Club provided two Lion Dance teams,
but each ethnic group was to have 30 members
to help create the special effect required, and
also to form a tableau (a half circle) to frame the
dancers as they performed. The ACCC Sports
Club assisted with twenty-four young ladies

and the banner bearer to make up the Chinese
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community group. It was a big commitment by
all the members who were required to be under
contract with the Games organisers to attend re-
hearsals. By the time of the Opening Ceremony
the total time at rehearsals was over 80 hours.

In May 1998, ACCC moved into their new centre
at New North Road and celebrated the opening
with a variety show at the Auckland Town Hall.
The variety show featured Sifu Micky Lee who
performed Tai Chi and Jacky Luk performed a
Lion Dance. Both Micky Lee and Jacky Luk were
Executive Committee members of the ACCC at
that time.

After almost 20 years, Sifu Khoo retired from the
Tai Chi Club in February 1999 and he directed
David Wong to continue with its running. David
Wong carried on with the teaching of Tai Chi
only until the Tai Chi Club was dissolved in April
2002.



With the establishment of the Senior Lifestyle
Group (SLG) in November 2008, Tai Chi activities
returned to the ACCC. Rosemary Tan, on behalf
the SLG Establishment Committee, invited David
Wong to lead the Tai Chi class with Rosemary
Tan as assistant.

The classes were initially held at the New North
Road centre, but are now back at the Taylor
Road centre with classes held each Tuesday at
10:30 am to 11:45 am. Both Tai Chi and Qigong
are taught and include Taiji Qigong Shibashi (18
Forms), Health Qigong Ba Duan Jin (Eight Section
Exercises) &Wu Qin Xi (5 Animal Exercises), and

Bafa Wubu Simplified Taijiquan (Eight Methods,
Five Steps). The classes have become popular
and currently have regular attendances of 30 to
50 people, both men and women and include
many recent retirees.

After the Tai Chi class, Rosemary Tan also teach-
es a small group other exercise forms of Health
Qigong Taiji Yang Sheng Zhang (Taiji Stick Qi-
gong) and the 52 Taiji Gongfu Shan (Fan).
Members of the SLG have performed regularly
to demonstrate Health Qigong at the annual
ACCC CNY Festival and Market Day held at the
ASB Showgrounds and other ACCC events.

Senior Lifestyle Group Members Performing at the Mangere Hall Extensions Opening in March 2017
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ACCC Activities

National Day Celebrations

Over the years, the Auckland Chinese Commu-
nity Centre has held an annual celebration to
commemorate the founding of the People’s Re-
public of China on 1 October 1949. The celebra-
tion was held at the Mangere Hall or the 1 New
North Road clubrooms or at a local restaurant
with the Consul General in Auckland and local
dignitaries as VIP guests.

However, at the suggestion of Tony Wong, a
special flag raising ceremony became an integral
part of our 2014 National Day celebration held
outdoors at the Mangere premises after the
opening lion dance. Consul General Niu Qingbao
commented in speech, in front of many Chinese
community leaders and ACCC members, that
this was the first time such a ceremony had been
performed in New Zealand.

Afterwards, proceedings moved indoors for re-
freshments and entertainment. The same format
was used for the 2015 National Day celebration,
and in 2016 there was no event because of the
construction activities at Mangere.

There was a change for the 2017 National Day
celebration in that the entire event was held in-
doors so that there was no chance of disruption
from wet weather. However, the programme
was unchanged viz opening lion dance, flag rais-
ing ceremony, speeches, cultural entertainment
and refreshments with increased attendees.

Our 2018 and 2019 celebrations retained the
same indoor format with ACCC again becoming a
trend setter because two other Chinese organ-
isations held flag raising National Day celebra-
tions in 2019.
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ACCC Activities

Lantern Festival Riddles Tent

When Auckland Council in conjunction with Asia
New Zealand Foundation held the inaugural
Auckland Lantern Festival in 2000, ACCC was in-
vited to have a unique cultural tent at no charge
to feature Chinese and English riddles.

The Lantern Festival is a special event which is
celebrated 15 days after the Chinese New Year
day and changes each year in accordance with
the traditional Chinese lunar calendar. The
2000 Festival was a one-day event at Albert Park
but attendee numbers have steadily increased
throughout the festival’s history with an expan-
sion to three nights, then four nights.

In 2016, the event relocated to the larger venue
of Auckland Domain. The popularity of the Lan-
tern Festival comes from the tremendous array

of specially imported Chinese lanterns featuring
animals, culture and scenery, extensive enter-
tainment from overseas and local performers,
cultural and promotional stalls and a very wide
range of exotic Asian food stalls. The attendance
has increased to about 200,000 over four nights.

The ACCC riddles tent was very popular and
busy when the Festival was located at the small-
er Albert Park but since the shift to the much
larger Auckland Domain, stall attendees has
reduced considerably. The 2020 Lantern Festi-
val has been cancelled because of the Covid-19
pandemic and ACCC is reviewing future partic-
ipation for many reasons including the difficul-
ties of organising volunteers to look after the
riddles tent.
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ACCC Activities

Garage Sales

Following on from the very successful garage
sale held by The Action Group at the Mt Eden
War Memorial Hall in 1999, a garage sale was
held as a biennial fundraising event at Mange-
re Hall from 2002 in the months of September
or October.

Over the years, we have had tremendous sup-
port from the Pukekohe growers, the produce
wholesalers and retail fruiterers for the dona-
tion of fruit and vegetables which was always
the highest revenue stall. Other strong contri-
butions came from stalls selling home baked
cakes, cookies and preserves; furniture & other
household goods; white elephant items; elec-
trical items; plants, books, clothes and shoes;
plus, sausage sizzle and other hot food.

For the earlier events, working bees were held
at Connie Kum’s house to make baos but this
was later discontinued because of the huge
time and effort required for this.
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Kai Luey was normally in charge of promotion
with notices in mainstream and Chinese
newspapers before the day. On the Friday, a
truck was borrowed to pick up large items of
household goods and then from 3pm to 10pm
there was the huge task of setting up the tables
and sorting and pricing the goods. The big sale
began at 7.30am on the Saturday morning with
much bargaining and haggling. By 12 noon it
was time for the tidy up after most of the sale-
able items had been sold and the leftover items
taken to the tip or arranged to be collected by
charitable organisations.

The garage sale normally raised between $6,000
to $8,000 but it was a huge effort from a hardy
group of 30 - 40 volunteers who were mainly

in the senior age group. In addition, with the
improved financial situation for ACCC after the
sale of 101 Mt Eden Road, it was decided to dis-
continue the garage sale fundraiser after 2016.



ACCC Activities

Guy Fawkes Events
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For many years in the 1990s, Connie Kum and
Virginia Chong arranged with their families and
friends informal gatherings around 5 November
for a pot luck dinner and the burning of fire-
works purchased privately.

However, after the 2001 AGM, there was an in-
jection of members from The Action Group with
new ideas on fundraising and social activities.
One of these was to have a Guy Fawkes celebra-
tion with a large bonfire and fireworks display
that was free of charge to members.

This has been an annual event since 2002 (ex-
cept for 2016 when Mangere was undergoing
renovations) and has been thoroughly enjoyed
by the 100 to 150 attendees and their children
or grandchildren. In addition, PRC Consulate
staff have been invited to join in the festivities as
special guests.

The evening would begin with the lighting of
the large bonfire for which combustible material
had been gathered over preceding weeks from
working bees around the Mangere site, leftover
items from the garage sale and private rub-

bish clearances. This was followed by a social
sausage sizzle BBQ and then when darkness fell,
a spectacular 30 minute display of large rockets
and large ground candles lit from 4 operating
stations. After this, everyone gathered again
indoors for supper and refreshment.

There was always keen interest from members to
be part of the fireworks lighting team and strict
safety precautions were taken including obtain-
ing resource consent from Auckland Council.

We wish to acknowledge the supply of the quality
fireworks at very generous discounts from Soung
Yueen (2002 to 2018) and Wah Lee in 2019.
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ACCC Activities

Dancing Activities

i

The new millennium 2000 saw a change in the
recreational and fitness activities of some mem-
bers who were in their 40s & 50s. They were
no longer playing basketball and other sports
and their children were old enough to be left at
home alone.

The popular TV programme “Dancing with The
Stars” sparked a greater interest in dancing and
some members decided to take up dancing to
keep fit. So, in 2005 Cecil & Nancy Wong to-
gether with Mervyn & Mary Lowe began to run
dance classes for beginners on Sunday evenings
at ACCC. The classes were popular and about
20-30 people turned up for lessons each week.
After a few lessons they were hooked on this
new activity.

Several groups then went on to enrol in local
dancing schools. Groups of friends would at-
tend community dances every weekend. Soon
non-dancers were asking about this new activity.

Since then Cecil Wong has continued with the
beginner lessons. New classes were started
each year. With good numbers turning up for
lessons each Sunday evening, Cecil asked Evelyn
Do in 2010 to help with the teaching.

As with learning any new activity, learning to
dance well meant that you also needed to prac-
tise your steps. Bing & Florence Hing started a
practice night at ACCC on Tuesdays. Members
could come along and help each other with their
steps and make full use of ACCC'’s large hall.

As Bing and Florence found time in their retire-
ment to travel, Cecil Wong took over overseeing
Tuesday night dance practices. Since 2018, with
the inclusion of a pickleball games session from
9.00 pm at the ACCC hall, Peter & Janice Sew
Hoy look after the Tuesday night dance practice
which starts at 7.30pm.
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As the interest in dancing grew in the early
2000s, monthly Saturday night dances at ACCC
were started by Ron Doo and his dance commit-
tee in 2002.

Dancers could enjoy dancing on a beautiful dance
floor and were also served a spectacular supper.
The calibre of dancing also improved at these
dances and now they are a very popular monthly
event for the Auckland wider dance community
and attract many competition dancers.

Ron retired in 2011 but the monthly dances
continued. This popular monthly Saturday night
dance which is attended by up to 180 dancers

is now organised by Geoff Lim & Les Young and
their dance committee.

Over the years ACCC have also held regular Fun
Dances which have been a drawcard for the
Chinese community to come and enjoy. These
dances were a mix of ballroom, Latin, sequence,
New Vogue, line dancing and free dancing.

These were run by Cecil Wong and his group of
keen dancing volunteers. The programme was

tailored to suit beginners right up to experienced
dancers. People new to dancing would also be
enticed out onto the dance floor to learn some
simple steps so that they could also enjoy some
dancing. Of course, a lot of socialising occurred.
Delicious suppers were also served.

In the past few years Cecil Wong and his group
of volunteers have also hosted annual Gala
Fundraising dances to raise money for the re-
furbishment of the ACCC premises. These Gala
events have been sold out functions and gave
the dancing community a chance to dress up
and enjoy an evening full of dancing, fun, and of
course.... more delicious food.

Memorable events of recent years have been
the Hollywood Glamour Fundraising Dance in
2018 where the hall was decorated with giant
movie posters and other movie memorabilia.
The ladies came dressed up in beautiful ball
dresses and the men looked dashing in their
attire.

Hollywood Glamour Fundraising Dance in 2018
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The Around the World Fundraising Dance in 2019
was where the dancers dressed up in costumes
from around the world and related to travel.

Fast forward to now, the Sunday evening dances
are attended by a keen group of about 20-30
Line Dancers who come to enjoy their weekly
get together, revise and learn new line dances
and if they can twist Cecil’s arm to also teach

them more ballroom or Latin steps to add to
their repertoire.

Dancing has been a great reason for our mem-
bers to socialise. Many friendships have been
formed amongst our members and to date ACCC
have a large group of keen dancers who love to
meet up many times in a week just to dance and
catch up with each other.

The Around the World Fundraising Dance in 2019
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ACCC Activities

Senior Lifestyle Group

Whilst Chairman of New Zealand Chinese As-
sociation Auckland Inc, Kai Luey had for many
years considered having a weekly social gath-
ering of senior Chinese persons. Eventually, a
meeting was arranged on 18 November 2008
and of the 25 persons who attended, 14 are still
regular participants (Rosemary Tan, Beverley
Sue, Daphne Wu, Nancy Wong, Cecil Wong, Stan
King, Joana Sang, Jennifer Joe, John Kum, Percy
Kaifong, Jack Chong, Elsie Wong, Virginia Chong
& Kai Luey).

It was agreed that ACCC & NZCA Auckland be
the joint organisers and that the gatherings be
held every Tuesday from 10am to 2pm at 1 New
North Road. The programme was to have tai chi
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led by David Wong and Rosemary Tan followed
by morning tea and then optional activities of
mah jong, table tennis, indoor bowls, board
games, verbal mandarin classes led by Stan King,
ukulele, line dancing, and watching DVDs or TV.
Occasionally, guest speakers with topics of in-
terest to the group and cooking demonstrations
would be arranged.

In addition, outings on a mid week day other
than Tuesday were to be arranged and trips to
Devonport, Waiheke Island, Wynyard Quarter,
Auckland Art Gallery, Fresher Foods, Tip Top,
Transport Museum, Gibbs Farm and Panmure
Basin were some of the early memorable ones
that ensued.



The regular attendance whilst the group met

in Eden Terrace fluctuated between 20 and 40
as there was always parking issues at these
premises. However, since the group moved out
to Mangere, the attendance has increased to
between 50 to 60.

Overall, the formation of the Senior Lifestyle
Group has been very beneficial for our elder
members as many look forward very much to
the weekly social get togethers, and also keenly
participate in other ACCC and NZCA events and
fundraising activities.
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ACCC Evolving Activities

Over the last decade, there have been some
changes in the types of activities held in the
Mangere Hall due to changes in taste of our
members and available resources. Some recent
activities have been discontinued (garage sale
event), some new ones have been started (ball-

Pickleball

Pickleball is a fast-growing sport in the USA that
was first introduced to Mangere Hall in early
2017 by Cecil Wong from a suggestion from his
friend Eric McFerran (who now lives in Vermont,
USA). This new racquet sport is a cross between
tennis, badminton and table tennis and has
proven so popular that four courts are made
available at Mangere Hall for this sport every

room dancing, pickle ball and the annual flag
raising ceremony event to celebrate the National
Day of the People’s Republic of China), and one
transferred (Mandarin School activities) from a
hired facility in Parnell.

Tuesday night from 9pm to 10.30 pm, and now
also on Wednesday from 7.30pm. Players vary
from beginners to good players who had won
recent local and national championships. This
sport’s popularity meant it has been included as
a demonstration sports event in the 2021 NZCA
Easter Tournament.

With two commercial investments and a modernised facility, we now have a solid financial founda-
tion where we can offer more activities to our members and the community. Because of this, we
directed our focus to providing more new activities for all our members to enjoy. This has resulted
in the following new activities added to our annual programme from 2018 to the present time:

Scholarships for members
Heavily subsidized yum chars
10 Pin Bowling

Children’s Day

Car Rally

Mah Jong tournament
Fishing
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from December 2018

from 27 January 2019

from 26 May 2019

from 12 October 2019

from 10 November 2019

from 12 July 2020

planned for 18 November 2020



Scholarships

ACCC Scholarships were established in late 2018
that would recognize both our committed mem-
bers’ contribution to the ACCC and their aca-
demic achievements. These scholarships would
help these members to achieve their academic
goals so they can develop into future leaders

of ACCC. Winners of these scholarships were
expected to actively help in ACCC events during
the tenure of their scholarship and continue in
the future to help and lead our organisation in
the spirit that ACCC was originally established.

Two types of scholarships were established and

these were:

1. A maximum of three Undergraduate Studies
Scholarships per year that offer each winner
$1000 per year for the length of their under-

graduate course to a maximum of four years.

Yum Chas

2. One Postgraduate Studies Scholarship per
year that offers the winner $S3000 per year
for the length of the course to a maximum
of three years.

In its first year of this award, only two appli-
cations were received and these were for the
undergraduate scholarship. Only one under
graduate scholarship was awarded and this was
to Calvin Fraser, a medical student.

The calling for applications for 2020 scholarships
was advertised in ACCC December 2019 newslet-
ter but no application was received at its closing
date. Because of the low interest in the schol-
arships, we will be reviewing the scholarship
concept sometime before 2021.
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A decision was made to organize heavily subsi-
dized yum chars (members pay $5 for yum char
worth $15+) to encourage members to renew
their membership early and also to reward
them for their continuing support. Two of these
events would be held each year; one on Auck-
land Anniversary Monday and the other during
the Moon festival month.

10 Pin Bowling

These events would provide great environment
for our members and their families to socialize.

So far three such yum chars have been held at
the Lucky Star Restaurant in Papatoetoe; on
2019 and 2020 Auckland Anniversary Mon-
day and on Sunday 15 September 2019. A full
restaurant of happy members attended each of
these three events.

10 pin bowling events were introduced to pro-
vide choice of activities for our members. These
events were expected to attract a different
group of our members.

The inaugural 10 pin bowling event was orga-
nized by Harry Wong Kam on 26 May 2019 at
Extreme Wairau 10 Pin Bowling Centre. Over
30 members (varying from young children to
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grandparents) participated in this event and they
all really enjoyed themselves. Participants of
this event paid $10 for two sets of games, hired
shoes and some hot food for refreshments while
they played.

The second 10 pin bowling event was held on
19 July 2020 and 40 players enjoyed this get
together.



Children’s Day

Children’s Day was introduced to provide an
activity that can be enjoyed by a whole fami-

ly, from grandparents down to the very young
children but with a focus on the children. The
new upgraded Mangere Hall with its indoor and
outdoor space provided a great venue for this
event.

The first inaugural Children’s Day, organized by
Chas Luen, was held on 12 October 2019. The
event included activities such as caterpillar bus
rides, photoshoot opportunities, bouncy cas-

tle, sedan chair rides, lolly scrambles, toddlers’
maze, face painting, novelty competition races,

ACCC Sports Club item, NZCA Cantonese School
item, ACCC Chinese School item, ACMA Chil-
dren’s Health Advisory kiosk, toddlers Chinese
audio visual nursery rhymes, kids streamed DVD
dancing, roving animate Ambassadors, tweens
Cantopop/ Mandopop/Pop hangout, and ob-
stacle course challenge. The event was a great
success, with over 400 people turning up, of
which 170 were children.

The 2020 event has been expanded in scope and
the Children’s & Cultural Day is planned to be
held on 17 October 2020 with new cultural activ-
ities added to the programme.
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Car Rallies

Car rally events were also introduced for the
same reasons as the 10-pin bowling event, to
provide activities for a different group of our

Mah Jong

The final new activity planned for 2020 was a
social Mah Jong tournament which was held on
Sunday, 12 July from 2pm to 8.30pm and was
thoroughly enjoyed by the 28 players plus sup-
porting volunteers. Other new activities such as
golf and fishing are in consideration. ACCC wel-
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members to enjoy. In this event, car loads of
members (at least a driver and navigator per car)
would set off from Greenlane Countdown car
park with a set route and a set of questions they
must answer about landmarks along the way to
their final destination, Mangere Hall. The cars
were expected to take between 1.5 to 2.0 hours
to complete the course and arrive for a barbe-
cue lunch at Mangere Hall.

The inaugural car rally event was organized by
Phillip Chong on 10 November 2019. 10 car
loads of members and other supporters really
enjoyed this event and were very supportive of
another car rally to be held later in 2020.

come suggestions of new activities for its annual
programme. However, new activities would only
be added to the annual programme if there are
sufficient members wanting to participate in it
and there are enough volunteers to organise the
activity.



ACCC Sports Club

Introduction:

The club can trace its origins back to 1945 when
a group of young Chinese men got together after
the Second World War and started playing ten-
nis at the Windmill Road courts in Mount Eden.
Other sports soon followed as the group ex-
panded and in 1948, they represented Auckland
in basketball, soccer and table tennis at the first
Double Tenth Tournament held in Wellington.

To say the Sports Club organises sports for its
members is a huge over-simplification of its long
history and the role it plays in the fabric of the
Auckland Chinese community. To paraphrase the
incorporated rules of the Sports Club; it provides
a means for young and old(er) Chinese to meet
and socialise through the medium of sports

and other recreational activities. To paraphrase
again; the Sports Club does this by organising
sports activities for its members to participate in
but the simple act of taking part has important
ramifications which will be covered later on.

Names:

The Sports Club has had many formal names
throughout its history, officials seeming to
believe the longer the name the more meaning-
ful the club becomes to its members but such
long-winded names were unwieldy and took

up too much space in letterheads and logos, so
it’s not surprising “the Sports Club “has always
stuck.

The original Sports Club was known as “Auckland
Chinese Sports Association” (1948) which be-
came “Auckland Chinese Sports Club” (late 60’s

- early 70’s). The next name change to “Auckland
Chinese Community Centre Sports Club” came
about in the unusual context of a mediated
settlement agreement in 2000. The current
iteration “ACCC Sports Club Inc” was adopted in
2018 marking a new era for the Sports Club by
becoming an incorporated society and a regis-
tered charitable institution.

Past Leaders and Presidents:

The following list was originally published in
part for the 50th Anniversary celebration of the
Sports Club held on 20 September 1997 at Eden
Park and updated to include Presidents since
then :-

Jim Lowe, George Chan, George Yin, Ray Hing,
Alan Wong, Viv Chan, Stan Wong, John Kum,
Peter Lawgun, Alan Lawgun, Bik Cheung, Cecil
Wong, Sui Lee, Richie Lowe, Kevin Luey,

Lay Ling Lowyim, Edmond Yee, Tim Young, Den-
nis Yep, Ross Chin, Edmond Yee, Martin Young,
Adrienne Teh, Jeremy Gin, Steve Lowyim, Daniel
Young, Nathan Chan, Paige Young (incumbent)

Activities of the Sports Club:

The original group of Chinese men in 1945 were
accomplished sportsmen in their own right (Jim
Lowe was a NZ Junior Tennis Champion) and
entered local competitions; tennis at Windmill
Road courts, basketball at the YMCA Wellesley
Street, table tennis in Hobson Street and soccer
at Dilworth School.

The pioneers in that group were Jim Lowe, Andy
Wong, Tom Doo, Dixon Fong, Harry Chin, George
Yin, Reg Wah Lee, Norman Doo, Chas Wah Lee
and others whose names have not been re-
called. They banded together for a common pur-
pose which was to nurture their Chinese identity
(there was resistance to Chinese being accepted
in the wider community) by providing a neutral
environment for gathering together and to meet
other Chinese men and women without attract-
ing gossip.

That same purpose drives the Sports Club today;
the sports activities organised by the Sports Club
bring young Chinese together to enjoy common
interests in sport. Without the members even
being conscious of it, participation brings with it
a greater awareness of being Chinese and gen-
erating a new type of comfort zone with each
other.
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Winning ACSA team at the 1965 Eastern Club
Queen’s Birtherday Tournament in Wellington

Young men and women who participate in the
Sports Club as members benefit from healthy
activities whilst also forming friendships (and
sometimes life-long ones) with other like-mind-
ed Chinese while those who participate as com-
mittee members go on to be recognised in the
wider Chinese community for their leadership
skills. Other organisations like Auckland Chinese
Community Centre and New Zealand Chinese
Association Auckland regularly draw on Sports
Club members to foster their own projects.

The Sports Club in 2020:

The Sports Club Executive Committee maintains
a busy schedule of events which runs through-
out the year :-

Basketball provides age group coaching from a
committed group of volunteers and for more
advanced players, the Sports Club enters teams
in local leagues.

Multi-sport tournaments are popular and appeal
to participants who possess a range of skills. The
same teams compete against each other in dif-
ferent sports over the course of a weekend with
the team accumulating the most points in each
sport being declared the winner.

Sports Club teams compete in local leagues
and various tournaments in a variety of sports;
Basketball Men and Women, Touch and Turbo
Touch (in collaboration with an affiliated sports
group, Stir Fry), and Indoor Netball.

Sports Club organises events include Auckland
Anniversary Weekend Picnic, Waitangi
Day Tennis tournament, Badminton, Movie

ACCC 60th Anniversary Edition - Sports Club

ACSA Men and Women Basketball teams tour to Fiji
August 1973

Nights and more are being planned.

Events are organised for members of all ages
and sports preferences. Apart from the obvious
health benefits of an active lifestyle, the most
important benefit is having a real sense of com-
munity with other Chinese.

ACCCSC Winning Team of ACCC Men’s Basketball
Tournament July 2018

ACCCSC Junior Breakers 2019



ACCC Life & Enduring Members

Life Members

In 2011, a review of the Constitution created the category of Life Member. A Life Member is a
person honoured for their meritorious services to the Auckland Chinese Community Centre after
recommendation by the Committee and election as a Life Member by resolution of a General
Meeting passed by a two-thirds majority of those present and voting.

LA H ¥ 55 &

5 AUCKLAND CHINESE COMMUNITY CENTRE INC.

||||||

......

Damian, Noon & Bong Wong from Multi-Media becoming Life Members in 2017

—
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Enduring Membership

The review of the Constitution in 2011 included the following changes :-

e The creation of Enduring Member category for those members and their spouse or partner who
donated monies for the construction of the Mangere Hall recognised by inscribed bricks.

¢ Also any member who donates $1,000 or more could also become Enduring Member together
with their spouse or partner

In 2016, the Constitution was amended so that individuals who donate $500 or more could become
Enduring Members. This change was made to assist with the fundraising campaign to build the Man-
gere Hall extensions.

Donation Boards in the Foyer of the Extended Mangere Hall

ACCC 60th Anniversary Edition - Enduring Members
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