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January Newsletter - 2019 

2019年1月通訊 

 

Welcome to the December edition of the ACCC Newsletter. 

 

In this issue we have: 

1. Chairperson's Report 

2. Auckland Anniversary Yum Cha 

3. Membership Renewal 

4. 2019 CNY Festival and Market Day 

5. New ACCC Scholarships 

6. Mandarin School 

7. Guy Fawkes Report 

8. Fundraising Dance Report 

9. ACCC Dance Lessons 

10. Pickleball 

11. National Day Celebration Report 

12. ACCCSC Reports 

13. Obituaries 

14. The Fruits of our Labour 

15. War Refugee Research 

 

 

Chairperson's Report 

 
As the end of the Year of the Dog approaches, I can reflect on a very busy four months since the last newsletter in early September.  

 
The National Day celebration was held at Māngere Hall on Sunday 30 September with the unique flag raising ceremony being the highlight of the afternoon and about 250 attendees enjoying the proceedings. Then, a spectacular fundraising dance 
on 20 October with a theme of "A Night at the Oscars" was thoroughly enjoyed by about 200 keen dancers boosted by a group from Wellington. Finally, the annual Guy Fawkes bonfire and fireworks display at Māngere on Saturday 3 November was 

attended by a smaller crowd of about 130 persons because of clashes with other functions. Fuller reports on these three activities are included below.  
 
The sale of our investment property at 101 Mt Eden Road for $5.6M was duly settled on 30 November as scheduled, and our major task in the coming year is to secure two easier to manage properties with a single stable long term tenant instead of 

multiple small business tenants on short leases. 
 
The replacement of the original 40 year old roof and the re-location of the Spark and 2 Degrees antennae at Māngere was finally completed in October after a year of frustrating delays. The Committee has decided to defer any further refurbishment 

work until we know what funds are available after the purchase of suitable investment properties but of course essential maintenance will still be carried out as required. 
 
The Committee has also decided that it is now an appropriate time to provide more benefits to our loyal supportive members with two new initiatives of a heavily subsidised Auckland Anniversary weekend yum cha and tertiary scholarships. Further 

details are outlined below. In addition, we are arranging in 2019 additional activities such a car rally, a family ten pin bowling tournament, a grandchildren day and cooking demonstrations. 
 
All users of the Māngere Hall are now enjoying the improved facilities and extra space with the normal activities of basketball, badminton, volleyball, ballroom dancing and social activities, plus the new growing game of pickleball. Also in February 

next year, the Mandarin children classes will be relocated to Māngere and save the hire costs at the current Parnell location.   
 
Our next major event is our 2019 Chinese New Year Festival and Market Day which will again be held in Halls 3 & 4 of the ASB Showgrounds on Saturday 2 February 2019 from 9:30am to 4:00pm with all the usual activities. This iconic annual 

celebration has become a real showpiece for ACCC so please advise your family, friends and associates to come and enjoy a fun-filled day. In addition, if you are able to assist as a volunteer worker on the Friday and Saturday, please contact me 
asap.  
 

ACCC will also again have a riddle tent at the Lantern Festival now to be held at the Domain on 15, 16 & 17 February 2019. This event attracts about 150,000 visitors over three nights and al lows ACCC to maintain a high profile amongst both the 
Chinese and mainstream communities. If you can assist as a volunteer for a few hours for either the Chinese or English riddles sections please contact Stan King on  Phone 09 521 5805 or email stanking@xtra.co.nz. 
  

I wish to express my sincere appreciation to the officers and members of the Executive Committee for the time and effort they have made in organising our many activities. In addition, a special thanks to Tony Wong and Jacky Luk, two very long 
serving Committee members who for various reasons are now unable to attend our regular monthly meetings, and a welcome back to Jennie Sew Hoy. 
 

Finally, on behalf of the ACCC Executive Committee, I trust that all our members had a very merry Christmas and best wishes for a happy and prosperous 2019, the Year of the Pig. 
 
Best Regards, 

 
 Kai Luey   
 Chairperson 
 
農曆狗年已臨近尾聲，自從九月份本會通訊發表之後的四個月我都十分忙碌。 

 

我們在九月卅日舉辦了慶祝中國國慶；是唯一的升旗慶典，约有250人参加。在十月二十日也舉辦了一個籌款活動名為” A Light at the 

Opera” 有200多位熱爱跳舞的人士及一羣由威靈顿的人士一起慶高釆烈的翩翩起舞。最後是在十一月三日(星期六)的煙火節活動，但由於當晚亦有其他的活動在別的地方舉行，所以這次只有近130名人士参加。詳细活動報告分別列於下面。 

 

本會在101 Mt Eden Road的物業在十一月卅日己成交，售價是$5.6M (百萬元) ，我們隨後主要工作是尋找兩個容易管理的物業及它們擁有一個稳定長期租约，而不是幾個不同租户的短期租约。 

又更換了己有40多年Mangere會所屋顶及重新安裝Spark 及2 Degree發射天線都已在十月內完工，是比預期遲了近一年。本委員會決定延後其他翻新工程直至本會算出購置了合適的物業後餘下來的資金，但正常的维修工作仍會進行。 

 

https://mailchi.mp/c7308a3d85fc/accc-newsletter-dec-502681?e=0e7d74f331


 

委員會決定現在是合適時間感謝支持本會的熱心會員，有兩项的支助活動開始了，一個是Auckland 

Anniversary 週未的飲茶，另一個是提供專上教育獎金。詳细资料在下面分列出來。除此之外在2019年增加了小型赛車活動、家庭十個瓶的保龄球比赛，親子孫活動及烹飪示範。 

 

所有應用Mangere會堂的人士目前都享用到已改善設備及更廣闊空間來進行如籃球，羽毛球及網球活動，又設有舞蹈及社交活動場地，此外再加上一項pickleball。在明年二月開始中文學校兒童國語班己從Parnell搬回到Mangere會堂上課，以節省租金

開支。 

 

本會2019年主要活動是新春花市同樂日，也是同樣在ASB第3 & 

4展覽館舉行，日期在2019年2日2日(星期六)由上午9:30到下午4:00，活動及展覽都大慨同往年一樣。這一項標誌性的每年華僑會所活動是最精釆的主题項目，請通知你的家人，朋友及有關人士前來参加這個半天的精釆活動。再者，若你能在星期五及

星期六來做義務工作人員請盡快與我聯絡。 

 

華僑會所今次亦参加了在花燈節的猜謎遊戲攤位，地點在Domain公園內；日期在2019年2月15, 

16 及17日晚上。這項三晚活動吸引近150,000人來參觀，也给了華僑會所機會给群眾及華人主流組織多一些認識。若果你能協助做義務工作請與吳應倫副會長聯絡，电話09-5215805或電郵stanking@xtra.co.nz 

 

我要真誠的感謝會所的職員及委員會委員，他們付出了很多時間及努力組織各項活動。也要感謝Tong Wong先生及Jacky Luk先生，兩位都是多年服務華僑會所的委員，由於他們個人的原因未能前來参與委員會的每月會議，我們亦歡迎Jennie Sew 

Hoy女士重新加入成為委員。 

 

最後我代表華僑會所委員會，祝賀各位會員有一個快樂聖誕節及祝願你們享有豐盛2019農曆猪年。 

 

呂顯華 

屋崙華僑會所會長  

 

 

 

$5 Auckland Anniversary Yum Cha 

 
All financial and enduring members of ACCC are cordially invited to participate in this Yum Cha held between 10:30am to 1pm, Monday 28 January 2018 at the Lucky Star Restaurant, 125 Great South Road, Papatoetoe. 

 

All participants must either be financial (for 2019 financial year) or enduring ACCC members.   

 

To Reserve a seat: 

  

(a)  Online Banking to Auckland Chinese Community Centre Inc - ANZ  060101 0300774 02  account.   

Reference  - Your name and membership number/s   OR 

                                  

(b) Pay Connie Kum direct for a receipted ticket.  

                        Queries  to   Connie;   cojay@xtra.co.nz       

Ph;  09  625 8611 – bookings for a table of 12 can be arranged.  

  

                                           There  will  be  NO DOOR  SALES. 

 

 

 

2019 Membership Renewal 
by David Tai 
  
Ordinary Members should note that their annual membership of the Auckland Chinese Community Centre (ACCC) is for the period from 1 January to 31 December of each year. This means their membership needs renewal at the start of 
each year.   
  
If you are an Ordinary Member and have not yet renewed your membership for 2019, please use the form here for your renewal. Early renewal will enable you to participate in the Auckland Anniversary weekend yum char organised by the 
ACCC. 
  
Enduring Members have life membership of the ACCC and they do not need to pay any annual membership subscription. They can, however, use the same form to advise ACCC of any changes to their contact details. Those wishing to find 
more information about becoming an enduring member can contact Kai Luey, ph 522 1840, kailuey@xtra.co.nz or Colleen Tang, colleen.tang@hotmail.com. 

  
When using the membership form, please complete the form in full. Please ensure your email address is correct as ACCC contact their members through their emails. 

 

https://facebook.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=879f853208c64e611cdc49124&id=7a82ad39a9&e=0e7d74f331
https://facebook.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=879f853208c64e611cdc49124&id=6300fc3c56&e=0e7d74f331
https://facebook.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=879f853208c64e611cdc49124&id=3372d28ad6&e=0e7d74f331


 

 

2019 Chinese New Year Festival and Market Day 

 
Our festival to welcome the Year of the Pig is being held in Halls 3 & 4 of the ASB Showgrounds, 217 Greenlane West, Auckland 1023 on Saturday 2 February 2019 between 9:30am and 4:00pm. 

 
Auckland Chinese Community Centre Inc has been organising an annual Chinese New Year celebration for over 30 years. The Festival has grown in popularity over these years with attendance now by nearly 30,000 attendees. 
 

Our 2019 Chinese New Year Festival and Market Day will feature the following activities: 

 Grand Opening by the Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern at 10.00am with Lion Dance 

 Over 200 specialist stalls selling traditional and exotic Chinese hot delicacies, Chinese New Year foodstuffs, Chinese traditional arts and crafts, and promoting advisory services 

 Extensive entertainment programme of Chinese cultural songs, dances, and musical items 

 Outdoor entertainment programme of martial arts, tai chi, and other Chinese activities 

 Other entertainment, games, and rides for children 

The highlight for our 2019 event will be two special items by the Jinan acrobatic troupe from Shandong Province, China who will also be giving a full 2 hour show with 26 artists at 7pm on Sunday evening 3 February at the Vodafone Events 
Centre in Manukau. We have a limited number of complimentary tickets which will be given to the ACCC volunteers who assist with the setting up and cleanup at the ASB Showgrounds on Friday & Saturday. This will replace our normal 
thank you get together for the CNY volunteers on the Sunday evening. Please contact Connie Kum or Kai Luey if you can assist. 

  

 

 

ACCC Scholarships 

 
During the last few years, ACCC has been very much in a fundraising mode in order to refurbish the Community Centre in Mangere to a standard for which we are very proud of. In the process of fundraising, many Members and Enduring 
Members have continued to generously support ACCC through finance, work groups and community service. 
  

ACCC recognises the importance of the continuity of our organisation for future generations and the need to develop committed members into future leaders of this organisation. In keeping with these objectives and Constitution, ACCC 
Scholarships will be established that both recognises committed member’s contribution to the ACCC and their academic achievements and help them to achieve their academic goals so they can develop into future leaders of the 
organisation. 

  
It is ACCC’s expectation that the successful scholars will actively participate in ACCC events during the tenure of their scholarship and continue in the future to contribute towards or lead our community in the spirit that ACCC was originally 
established. 

  
  
OBJECTIVE 

  
To support, on an annual basis, scholars who have established the credentials of a chosen subject/degree of study in a top eight tertiary education institution in New Zealand, i.e. Universities of Auckland, Otago, Canterbury, Waikato, Victoria 
University of Wellington, Massey University, Lincoln University and Auckland University of Technology.  

  
There will be two categories of scholarship: 



 

  

Category 1– Undergraduate studies.   

 Applicants will have completed secondary school Year 13 and demonstrate a history of academic achievement. 

 Applicants must meet the requirements of the chosen tertiary institution, i.e residency status, etc. 

 A maximum of three undergraduate scholars will be chosen annually. 

 Each scholarship has a value of $1,000.00 per annum and will either be supported for three to four continuous years dependent upon the tenure of the degree or the continued exam passes. 

Category 2– Post Graduate studies   

 Applicants must meet requirements of the chosen tertiary institution. 

 This applies to post-graduate studies such as diplomas and doctorates, MBA degrees. 

 No more than one scholar will be chosen each year. 

 It is not a given that a Category 2 scholarship will be awarded each year. 

 Each scholarship has a value of $3,000.00 per annum and will be supported for no more than three continuous years dependent upon the continued exam passes.    

More information and application form can be found here. 
  

 

 

 

Chinese School 
by Stan King 
 
The Chinese School for children has just completed another year of classes at the Parnell Community Centre in Newmarket. This year there were 7 classes from Elementary to Intermediate level with a roll of 41 pupils age from 5 to 18 years. 
The classes are teaching in Mandarin for reading and writing of Chinese characters using Pingying phonetics. 

 
The last day of school on Sunday 9 December 2018, was the End of Year Prize Giving Function, held in the main lounge at our Māngere Hall in Taylor Road. Pupils of each class put on a short performance for parents and visitors. 
Presentation of prizes and gifts to teachers was made by David Wong, Deputy Chairman and Peter Pan, Committee member. A very delicious and enjoyable morning tea was prepared by Connie Kum and her team of assistants including 

Elsie Wong, Virginia Chong, Meilin Chong, Colleen Chan, Chas Luen, Ida Tai, plus any other names I may have missed out. Thank you all for your help and support. 
 
Peter Pan again generously donated $300 to this year’s Chinese School End of Year Function for prizes and gifts to  pupils and teachers. The School and teaching staff wish to thank Peter for his continued support. 

 
The Chinese School wish to record a special vote of thanks to the following for their support and help to school activities during the school year. Connie Kum, Elsie Wong, Meilin Chong, Peter Pan, Robyn Shen, Geof Lim, John Ling, and to 
Alfred Li as School photographer. 

 
NEW YEAR  2019 
 
The Chinese School will continue in the new year 2019, but will be at our Māngere Hall. The major renovations to our ACCC Hall at Māngere Bridge has now been completed, and we now have a more up to date and modern facility for our 
members to use. Our facilities at Māngere include a basketball court, two large separate lounges, kitchen, meeting rooms, storage rooms, separate showers, change rooms and wash rooms. There is ample car parking space and an 

exceptionally large lawn playing area at the front of the building, with areas for children to run and play during the break between class periods.  
 
First Day of Chinese School 2019. 
Date.                           Sunday 10 February 2019. 

Time:                           10 am to 1 pm. 
Place:                          ACCC Māngere Hall, 99 Taylor Rd, Māngere  
Classes:                      Elementary, Beginners, Intermediate, Advanced. 

School Holidays:        The Chinese School generally follow the New Zealand school holiday time table, and the start and finish dates. 
Enrolment:                 Enrolment to classes and payment of school fees will be at first day of school. 
 
To assist the school in preparing for the class enrollment numbers, please text or email your intention to enroll to:  

peter@healthyfresh.co.nz OR phone 021733888. 
 
Stan King has been the School Principal since the mid 1990s, and after approximately 20 years involvement in running the school will be retiring as principal at the end of this year. The position of Principal for 2019 will be taken over by Peter 
Pan, who has been an active member of the school committee for over ten years. 

https://facebook.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=879f853208c64e611cdc49124&id=a0b09e0420&e=0e7d74f331


 

 

 

Guy Fawkes Report 

On Saturday 3 November 2018, the Auckland Chinese Community Centre held their annual Guy Fawkes Evening at Māngere Hall from 6:30pm. All members were invited to attend the function free of charge, while their guests were charged 

a small fee of $5. Members who attended were asked to bring a dessert for sharing and additional food (such as steak, chops, drinks, etc.) to supplement the free sausages and green salad provided by ACCC. 

Despite the windy weather, the event was a success with about 130 members and friends in attendance. The mix of grandparents, parents, and children made the event a very warm family affair, with much excitement shown by the children. 
  

Everyone enjoyed the food, with plenty of barbecued sausages and green salads to go around.  This went well with the steak and marinated chicken wings that people brought along and cooked on the barbecue with a numerous selection of 

delicious desserts to end the meal.  

The bonfire was lit just before dark and grew into a huge fire by the time it became dark. The fuel for the bonfire came from unwanted timber and cartons and cuttings from the tree work done during the “working-bee” held in the previous 
weekend. After the bonfire came the fireworks. These were lit by a group of volunteers led by our ACCC Chairperson. 

The immediate vicinity of the bonfire and fireworks area was cordoned off for health and safety reasons. This however did not reduce the enjoyment of viewing the fireworks. The fireworks lasted over a quarter of an hour with displays of 

various firework patterns. After the fireworks, members and guests lingered around for a short while before heading home. It was a very successful function enjoyed by all.   

We wish to thank the dedicated Committee members and volunteers for their hard work in organising this wonderful event for everyone to enjoy. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Fundraising Dance Notice - A Night At The Oscars 
By Cecil Wong 

 

This year's fundraising dance was held on Saturday 20 October (Labour weekend). The theme for the evening was "A Night at the Oscars". To create the right atmosphere the hall was decorated with huge movie posters of Spiderman, 

James Bond, Lord of the Rings, plus many smaller poster of movies from the 1950s. Some dancers dressed up as movie characters to complete the Hollywood atmosphere. Together with fairy lights, laser lights and lanterns the scene was 

set for a wonderful evening. 

 

Music was provided by one of Auckland's top dance bands, "D'Starlights," who donated their services for the function. It was a sell-out occasion with over 250 people enjoying the music and the many ballroom, Latin, and fun dances 

throughout the evening. It was a great opportunity for dancers to dress up in their ball gowns and dinner suits to complete the Hollywood glamour atmosphere. 

 

A fabulous supper was provided for the hungry dancers. The kitchen staff were busy in the kitchen for many hours and a delicious supper was enjoyed by all at 9:30pm. 

 

Another feature of the evening was the raffle which featured multiple draws. A special thank you to all those who provided supermarket vouchers, huge food baskets, bottles of champagne, flowers and household items for the raffle prizes. 

 

This year's fundraising dance was the talk of the town, everyone had a wonderful time. Over $5000 was raised for the Auckland Chinese Community Centre. A special thank you goes to the dance committee who planned the evening. A lot 

of work was done behind the scenes to make this event a success: from making backdrops, planning table decorations to selling tickets. Special thank you to Billy and Evey Chong who provided the huge movie posters and many of the 

props. Thank you to others who helped to put up the decorations, put out the tables and chairs, and cleaned up at the end of the evening. 

 



 

 

ACCC Dance Lessons 
by Geoffrey Lim 
 
ACCC is actively reaching out to its community to join in the popular dancing functions. 
  

ACCC long term goal is to teach: 
 
Ballroom: Waltz, Foxtrot, Quickstep, Tango. 

Latin: Cha Cha, Rumba, Jive, Samba 
New Vogue: Merriland, Swing Waltz, Tangoette, Charmaine, Lucille Waltz, Tango Terrific, Gypsy Tap, Carousel, Tracie Leigh Waltz, Barclay Blues, Twilight Waltz, La Bomba, President’s Daughters Waltz 
Sequence: Mambo Magic, Apricot Rumba, Roc & Roll Waltz, Bluebird Waltz, Engagement Waltz, Sally Anne Cha Cha, Rumba No 1, Bossa Nova Brazil 

Line: Senorita Sway, Cilli Cha Cha, Mambo Cha Cha, New York New York, Tush Push, Zorba, Saturday Night Fever, The Twist, Colours of The Wind 
 
Lessons cost $5 for each 1 hour session on Tuesday nights, recommencing Tuesday 5

 
Feb, 2019. 

 
Conditions apply, phone ACCC Committee organiser Geoffrey Lim, 021 519 513. 

 

 

 

Pickleball 

 
Come to the ACCC Hall every Tuesday night to play Pickleball. It is a racket sport which is great fun to play. It is played on a badminton court with lower nets. The game is a cross between tennis, badminton and table tennis. The game is 
played using paddles and a hollow, plastic ball with holes in it. All equipment is supplied. 
  

It has become very popular. There are 4 courts available to use. ACCC members are welcome to come and try this very popular sport. Tuition is available to new players.  
  
We cater for beginners right through to the more advanced players. Some of our players have participated in recent local and national competitions with great success. 

  
Tuesday 9pm – 10.30pm (resuming Tue 22nd January for 2019) 
Auckland Chinese Community Centre  

99 Taylor Road,  
Mangere Bridge.  
  

$3 for ACCC members. $5 for non-members 
 
For details please contact: Cecil Wong 021 925 381 or Peter Sew Hoy 021 739 469 

 



 

 

National Day Celebration Report 

 
by Kai Luey 
 
On the Sunday 30 September 2018, ACCC celebrated the 69th anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China with a special function at our community hall at Māngere Bridge. 

 
The indoors ceremony commenced at 2pm with a triple lion dance and a dragon dance by the E-Pacs troupe of young performers who have been expertly trained by Mr Peter Low for many years. The formal flag raising ceremony of both the 
China and New Zealand flags was then carried out by Michael Ng and Jonathan Yu. This was followed by a welcome speech from ACCC Chairman, Kai Luey, and speeches from Madam Xu Erwen, Consul General of the People's Republic 

of China in Auckland; Hon Jenny Salesa, Minister for Ethnic Communities; and  Mr Mike Lee, Auckland City Councillor. 
 
The entertainment items consisted of a Chinese folk dance by Jane Liu, a yang style tai chi short staff demonstration by David Wong, Chinese songs by the Cantonese Opera Group and a 52 tai chi gong fu fan performance by the Three 

Kings Group. The programme concluded with a group photo and afternoon tea. The occasion was thoroughly enjoyed by the 250 attendees which included many Chinese community leaders and about 30 members of the New Zealand 
China Comrades General Association in addition to our ACCC members. 
 

Finally, a note of appreciation is due to the ACCC members who contributed significantly to the success of this event including David Tai for the invitations administration, Stan King, and John Kum for organising the banners and flag raising 
ceremony, Monica Mu for being a great MC, and Connie Kum and her team for a wonderful afternoon tea. 

  

 

 

 

  

 



  

ACCC Sports Club Updates 

By Nathan Chan 
 
Looks like we have been busy since the last update! It’s been a great year for the Sports Club and in true Christmas spirit, we ended it with a combined NZCA/ACCCSC BBQ at the ACCC Hall. Thank you to everyone who has participated in our 
events or supported our club in any way this year. Enjoy the festive season and look after yourselves. As always, we will be holding our annual Summer Slam of events early in the year with a picnic at Long Bay on the Sunday of Auckland 
Anniversary weekend and a mixed tennis tournament on Waitangi Day. Like our facebook page and look out for more information to come! 

 
Four Corners 
September saw the second of our annual multi-sports tournaments, this one involving volleyball, indoor netball, quiz, and touch rugby. As always, it was a competitive and fun weekend competing against/with friends and family. Consistency was key 

for this one, as each event was won by a different team and both the first and second overall-placed teams did not win any individual event. Thank you to all our sponsors and volunteers and congratulations to the following: 
 
1

st
overall: Best Friends 

2
nd

overall: Swerve 3.0 
3

rd
overall: Welli-tron (also winners of Indoor Netball) 

Winners of touch rugby: Ping Chopstix 

Winners of volleyball: All Stars 
Winners of quiz: Team Defs 
Friendship award: Pong Chopstix 
  

 

 
Turbo Touch Nationals 
This year, we entered two teams into the Turbo Touch National Club Champs, ACCCSC Chos and ACCCSC Beef. This is a tournament we have done very well in historically but this year, we exceeded even those performances. Both teams 

qualified for the A division on the day and for the first time, Beef secured a spot in the finals against the defending champs from Wellington. Unfortunately, the opponent had too many weapons to overcome but still a very impressive outing for the 
Club. Special mention to Rachel Ng-Waishing who was awarded female MVP of the tournament, the second year in a row that one of ours has received this award! 
  



 

 

Badminton Tournament 
After a popular tournament in 2017, we held our second annual badminton tournament on the weekend before Halloween at the ACCC Hall. There was an extra emphasis on dressing up this year and that’s what we saw: from mummies, to grapes, 

to Space Jam, to Slam Dunk, to dinosaurs, to Street Fighter, to matching clothes and everything else. A big thanks to Winner Tianfor donating shuttle cocks and all the helpers on the day. Congratulations to our winners: 
Championship: Emma Young& Jay Wong 
Plate: Patricia "Baby P" Lai& Winner Tian 

Bowl: Victoria King& Ernie Chen 
Mens: Danny Wu& Phil Joe 
  

 

  

Junior Basketball 
Our junior basketball has been very busy in 2018 and the year finished with a tournament and prizegiving. It was great to see the competitive spirit and how the kids had improved over the year. All the games were played at a fierce pace, helped by 
the sugary boost of the morning tea put on by the parents. We also held a three point shoot-out which was won by Sean Lowe. The following players were recognised: 

 
Tiniball: 
Zaden Joe (Best Listener)  

Michelle Chan (Most Determined Player) 
Peyton Wong (Most Improved Player) 
 

Miniball: 
Jessica Hong (Most Promising Player) 
Angela Wu (Best Defensive Player) 

Rikki Zhou (Most Improved Player) 
 
Intermediate: 

Lachlan Gifkins (Most Promising Player) 
Daniel Gin (Best Defensive Player) 
Hanz Lao (Most Improved Player) 

 
To the right, you will see some of the juniors during their most recent Run n Gun Tournament, with their flash new singlets thanks to NRDactive. We have also been given the opportunity to play in a Breakers curtain raiser early in the new year so 
look out for that! Finally, a big thanks to the coaches, Martin Ho, Paige Young, Stuart Joe, Raymond Wu and Jamie Lowe, who all give up their time to make Junior Basketball happen. 

 

 

Obituaries 



 

 

 

 

FAY GOCK 

25 Mar 1933 - 21 Dec 2018  

Fay Gock, who was as comfortable steering a tractor in the market garden she shared with husband Joe, as she was pioneering new crops, has died in Auckland, aged 85.  

Her funeral filled the Auckland Chinese Community Centre, Māngere, as several hundred people came to pay their respects and share their memories last week, 28 Dec. 

She and Joe Gock are one of the few remaining market garden businesses still operating in Māngere. Where once hundreds of market gardens operated by New Zealand Chinese, grew fresh produce, the Gocks’ carefully tended fields on the banks of the Pukaki Inlet, are today 

entirely surrounded by housing subdivisions.  

Fay and Joe were very much partners in life, married for 62 years and in business, turning their 29 hectares of volcanic Weymouth clay and silt loam, into a haven of horticultural innovation. That innovation was recognised by the award of the Bledisloe Cup in 2013. The cup, a near 

likeness of the namesake cup for trans-Tasman rugby rivalry, was first presented by Lord Bledisloe in 1931 to recognise service to New Zealand’s horticulture industry. 

The Gocks, trading as Kwong Sing, were the first to grow seedless watermelon, to pioneer export of premium broccoli and rhubarb in patented bushel sized polystyrene boxes and to grow Brusselsprouts successfully in Auckland’s climate. They also perfected long-term kūmara 
storage, a technique that reduced crop loss from as much as 50 per cent to less than 1 per cent. 

Their most celebrated innovation was their breeding of the kūmara that came to be known as Owairaka Red, the species that saved the Northland kūmara industry after widespread crop failure in the 1960s due to brown scurvy and black rot threaten economic ruin. The Gocks gifted 

their disease-free and resistant root stock to the growers of Northland, preserving many livelihoods. 

In person, Fay Gock was fond of metaphor. Describing her initial experience of married life, living in a barn on their Māngere land, she once told a reporter for the Manukau Courier, "For many years, we were up to our noses in debt. It’s not just pansies and roses - even the roses have 
prickles.” 

She and Joe shared business acumen and a lifelong exploration of spiritual matters. She was a long term member of the Auckland lodge of the Ancient Mystical Order Rosae Crucis and an adherent of the Indian spiritual leader Sai Baba. That perspective is summed up by her 
response to the Manukau Courier as to why she devoted her life to the family market garden. “It’s not a job for making money - there never was big bucks in it. Growing healthy food is a service to all mankind." Fay Gock was born in China, arriving as a child with her mother as 
refugees in 1940. She is survived by her husband Joe, and daughters Jayne, Virginia and Raewyn. 

ANDREW HUANG  CHONG 
27 Mar 1939  -  7 Sep 2018 
 
Andrew Huang Chong was the only son of Anne Mary (nee Luey) and Andrew Chong (Wong Yue Chun) who was a well-respected community leader and spokesman and interpreter for the Chinese community and was the first President of the Dominion Federation of NZ Chinese 
Commercial Growers established on 15 January 1943. Andrew Huang Chong was educated at Kings School and then boarded at Kings College – where he developed many life and leadership skills. In his last year at Kings, he held the honour of being Head of House. 
Andrew had a passion for sports, and was very competitive. This saw him represent Kings College and the 1st XV Rugby Team, the senior rowing team which won the Head of Harbour Race against other Auckland colleges, and in swimming and golf. After graduating from the School 
of Medicine in Otago, Dr Andrew Chong joined Sid Choy in a GP Practice in Papakura from 1982 to 1996. As his children grew older, there was a need for Andrew to work closer to the city to make life easier, and an opportunity arose to join a fellow colleague from Med School days 
(Dr Marshall) at the General Medical Practice at the Mt Eden Medical Centre. He worked there until he retired. 
 

Andrew was very generous and giving of his time to community affairs. Notably, he held the position of President of Papakura Rotary Club, and later when working in Mt Eden, he had a stint at being President of Auckland City Sunrise Rotary  Club. He was also Editor of his Auckland 
Probus club. Retirement meant time for other passions (not only golf) such as overseas travel and photography. Trips abroad have taken Andrew and his wife, Wah Ying, to nearly every part of the world including an amazing trip to Antarctica. Andrew was a competitive lad at Kings 

and this has continued to his love for photography - he has won several photographic competitions (one such being a photo taken of a glacier in Antarctica). Andrew belonged to the Auckland Photographic Society and would always make himself available to help with the setting up of 
exhibitions. 
 

On 7 September 2018, Andrew and a group of his fellow Auckland Photographic Society members went to Piha. They were traversing along the Tasman Lookout Track to capture the ‘Milky Way’ in the night sky. Sadly, Dr Andrew Chong did not have the chance to shoot the ‘Milky 
Way’. He collapsed en-route and could not be revived. Dr Andrew Huang Chong passed away on the evening of 7 September 2018. He is survived by his wife, Wah Ying, daughter Linda, and son Andrew Paul.  

 

 

LEN WONG KAM 

28 Feb 1936 - 7 Nov 2018 
 
Len (Wong Ho Len) was born in the county of Sun Woy Guangdong province in China and arrived in New Zealand aged 4 with 
his mother and younger sister Monica on 23 April 1940. 
 
He attended Belmont Primary and Takapuna Grammar on Auckland’s North Shore. 
 

After leaving high school he assisted in his parents' fruit shop and market garden before embarking on a career in the 
concreting business. He and his team including his 3 sons carried out many large commercial contracts in Auckland including 

major works at Auckland and North Shore Hospital. 
 
A keen sportsman, Len was involved in playing and coaching rugby and cricket. He was instrumental in setting up and 

organising cricket teams for the Chinese community. 
 

An enduring member of the ACCC he donated much of the concrete work at the Māngere community centre and was 
instrumental along with other sponsors in setting up the Oriental Garden at the North Shore Hospital. 
 
His favourite pastime was fishing and boating and many a fine catch was shared by family and friends. 

Len passed away peacefully on 7 November 2018.  

 

 



 

 

The Fruits of Our Labours 

 
Long before supermarkets became a one-stop shop for fresh produce as they are today, local fruit and vegetable stores run by Chinese families were a pillar of our communities. The greengrocers and fruiterers in our towns and cities were a 
family affair; fathers, brothers, sons, mothers, sisters and daughters all working from the early hours to get only the best produce for their shelves. 

  
A new two-volume soft cover set of books, The Fruits of Our Labours: Chinese Fruit Shops in New Zealand, chronicles the lives of these pioneering greengrocers and fruiterers as they carved their place into the country’s rich social and 

cultural tapestry. The personal anecdotes, historical documents and photos tell the stories of these families as they provided a vital  service with a smile to their community and their journeys of growing up Kiwis. 

  
That includes the story of Colin Lowe of Norman Lowe Ltd in Whakatane: 
Being the son of a fruiterer meant you spent most of your spare time after school and in the weekends helping out. As a child I can still remember time spent unfolding unsold newspaper ready for wrapping veges in, unloading empty boxes 

and stacking them alongside the driveway ready for a carrier to collect them and take them to a market garden, sorting out the broken ones for repairing. 

  
These stories bring a unique perspective on New Zealand’s history as they trace the evolution of these shops from the general store-cum-greengrocery of the 1880s through to the fresh fruit and vegetable retailers we know today. It follows 

the fortunes and misfortunes of the Chinese in New Zealand through the hard times of the Depression and World War II, the growth and boom times of the 1950s and 60s and the challenge of supermarket giants eating up the competition.  
  
Commissioned by the Chinese Poll Tax Heritage Trust, The Fruits of Our Labours was written and researched by Ruth Lam, Beverly Lowe, Helen Wong, Michael Wong, and Carolyn King. Volume 1 (440 pages) presents the stories of 

Chinese-owned fruit shops from the Dunedin region through to the Wanganui-Taranaki region. Volume 2 (464 pages) presents stories from the Hawke’s Bay region through to the Auckland region. The appendices include a list of all known 
Chinese fruit shops from the 1880s to the current day, and maps of the Guangdong counties the Chinese fruiterers originated f rom. Both volumes are fully-illustrated with photos, graphs and statistical tables. The books will be a valuable 
resource for researchers of Chinese in New Zealand, genealogists, local history, and produce retailing. 

  
ISBN 978-0-473-41550-1              RRP $90.00 per set 
  

Special Price for ACCC members:  $80.00 per set,  $150.00 for 2 sets,  $210.00 for 3 sets 
Purchase for each of your family members as a permanent momento of the hardships endured by your parents and  grandparents and of a social history of Chinese in NZ. 
 

To order, please contact Connie Kum on Phone 09 625 8611 or email cojay@xtra.co.nz 
  

 

 

 

War Refugee Research 
By Meilin Chong 
  
The CPTHT (Chinese Poll Tax Heritage Trust) has recently commissioned Meilin Chong and Lily Lee to produce a book regarding the History of Chinese Refugee Mothers and Children from 1939 – 1947. They are producing a 
comprehensive database of the 249 mothers and 224 children who came during those years. They would also like the names of the children born in New Zealand between 1939 and July 1947 to refugee mothers. 

 
Although they have some of the names, they require assistance from the community in locating the complete list. If you know that your mother or grandmother was a refugee mother or child please contact Meilin Chong on email: 
chongs@xtra.co.nz or by mobile: 0211640927.           
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