
 

 

 

  

  

 

 

September Newsletter - 2018 

2018年9月通訊 

 

Welcome to the September edition of the ACCC Newsletter. 

 

In this issue we have: 

1.       Chairperson's Report 

2.       Notice of National Day Celebration 

3.       Notice for Fundraising Dance  

4.       Notice of Guy Fawkes Event 

5.       2018 AGM Report 

6.       Chinese Basketball Tournament 2018 

7.       ACCC Anniversary Dinner 

8.       Dance Events at ACCC 

9.       Pickleball 

10.     ACCC Chinese School 

11.     Notice of QSM Award for Virginia Chong 

12.     Susan Wong Obituary 

13.     Fruit Shop Sales 

14.     Refugee Research Project 

15.     ACCC Sports Club Update 

16.     ANZAC Day Commemoration 

  



 

  

 

Chairperson's Report 

 
The last 12 months since the 2017 AGM has again been very busy and eventful for ACCC. The major highlights are as follows: 
 
Our property at 101 Mt Eden Road has over the last two years attracted enquiries from various real estate agents because of its desirable location adjacent to the 
newly designated interchange station for the Auckland City Rail Link. The Executive Committee finally accepted on 8 July a negotiated offer of $5.6M from 
Southside Group Management Ltd with settlement on 30 November 2018. This is a capital gain of approx $1.4M in just 4 years, and we will be seeking easier to 
manage properties with a single stable long term tenant instead of multiple small business tenants on short leases. 
 
Since the official opening of the refurbished premises in March 2017, our Māngere complex has once again become the main hub again for all ACCC activi ties. 
The re-location of the Spark and 2 Degrees antennae and the replacement of the 40 year old original hall roof is finally underway after a year's delay but the cost is 
now in excess of $200,000. Thereafter, we will look at the hall ventilation system, the re-sealing and refurbishment of the carpark and erection of security front 
fencing plus various other minor improvements.  
 
The Executive Committee are sincerely thankful for the tremendous financial support from many members for the $1.6M Māngere development project. However, 
Bricks and Enduring Memberships can still be purchased at any time in accordance with the Constitution, and any contributions will assist in financing the other 
proposed improvements as listed above. 
 
All users of the Māngere Hall are now enjoying the improved facilities and extra space with the normal activities of basketball, badminton, volleyball, ballroom 
dancing and social activities. In particular, the regular Tuesday gatherings of the Senior Lifestyle Group has attracted many new participants since moving to 
Māngere with attendance between 40 and 50. The activity fees are now $3.00 per session for members and $5.00 for non-members to cope with rising costs. Also 
in February next year, the Mandarin children classes will be re-located to Māngere and save the hire costs at the current Parnell location. 
      
ACCC also continued with its usual events including a fundraising Social Dance on Saturday, 30 September 2017; the National Day celebration at Mangere on 
Sunday 1 October 2017; the Guy Fawkes bonfire and fireworks display on Saturday 4 November 2017; the CNY Festival & Market Day at ASB Showgrounds on 
Saturday, 3 February 2018; the riddles tent at the Lantern Festival at the Domain on 2 - 4 March 2018; the 58th Anniversary Dinner at Lucky Fortune Restaurant on 
Saturday, 9 June 2018; and our 4th annual Chinese men's basketball tournament with co-host NZ Chinese Sports Association on 21-22 July 2018. 
 
In addition, ACCC was very pleased to hold a presentation of an international book "China In Those Days"  on Tuesday 23 January 2018, and the community 
launch of the Chinese Fruit Shop in NZ history book at Māngere on Saturday 24 February 2018 with this special occasion being thoroughly enjoyed by nearly 400 
ex-fruiterers & colleagues. Also a group of enthusiastic dance members started a regular monthly dance in December with the net proceeds donated to ACCC. 
     
Upcoming major activities are the Auckland launch of a local Chinese novel “A Thin Slice of Heaven” on Saturday 25 August 2018; the National Day celebration at 
Māngere on Sunday, 30 September 2018; another fundraising Social Dance on Saturday, 20 October 2018;  the Guy Fawkes evening on Saturday, 3 November 
2018; and the CNY Festival & Market Day at the ASB Showgrounds, Halls 3 & 4 on Saturday 2 February 2019. 
 
In conclusion, I wish to thank all the members of  the Executive Committee who have dedicated much of their time and effort in administrating and organising the 
Centre’s affairs and also the members and friends who have assisted and supported our events and functions. 
  
 Best Regards 
 
 Kai Luey   
 Chairperson 
 
由2017年會員週年大會開始華僑會所也是十分繁忙安排很多不同的活動。 

 

主要的項目如下:-  由於我們位於101 Mt Eden Road 

的會所位置極佳及鄰近新設計的交通交換站，所以吸引了很多地產顧問來查問出售條件。最终執行委員會接受了由Southside Group Management Ltd 

在7月8日的一個議價是560萬元，物業將在2018年11月30日交收。在四年内我們獲得了140萬元資本收益，目前我們在尋找另一較容易管理的物業，並且擁有單一長

期合约的租户，以代替以前出租给多個小型商業公司及只有較短期的租約。 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=101+Mt+Eden+Road&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=101+Mt+Eden+Road&entry=gmail&source=g


 

自從2017年3月我們的Māngere翻新會堂啟用後，所有主要的會所活動都集中在這裏。重新安装Spark及2 

Degree通訊公司的天線及更換己有40年的舊屋頂终於在延後了一年才完工，而工程成本亦多出了20萬元。跟著的工作是大會通風系统及停車場翻新及前門保安大閘

以及一些小保修。 

 

華僑會所委員會十分感謝很多會員，他們極大財務上來支持我們在Māngere會堂這個160萬元的翻新項目。然而永久及磚塊會員申請仍然接受中，收到經費亦用在其

他改善項目。 

 

所有Māngere會堂使用人士都可以享用到已改善了的設施及擴大的空間給予各種球類活動，尤其是每個週二的長者休間小组也吸引了很多新参加人士，目前有40 – 

50 人左右。每次参加費用是$3.00而非會員是$5.00用作抵銷上升成本開支。明年二月兒童國語班會從Parnell 搬到Manager會堂上課以節省租金開支。 

 

一如以往，華僑會所仍然主辦往年的活動例如: 社交舞籌款(在2017年9月30日星期六)；慶祝中國國慶日(在2017年10月1日)；煙火節在 

(2017年11月4日)；春節花市同樂日在ASB展覽場 (2018年2月3日星期六) ；花燈會猜謎游戲 (2018年3月2-4日) ；58届會員聚餐 (2018年6日9日) 及在2018年7月21-

22 日與新西蘭華人体育會舉辦第四届華人男子篮球比賽等。 

 

此外，華僑會所也在2018年1月23日星期二参加了一項國際書展名為” China in Those Days” 華僑會所在1月24日於Mangere 會場展出了一册名叫Chinese Fruit Shop 

in NZ 的歷史書刊。藉此機會給了400多位前水果店主及員工們來欣賞。亦有一群熱心舞蹈人士由去年12月開始了每月舞蹈活動并把结餘收費捐给華僑會所。 

隨著而來的活動有 :- 在奧克蘭本地中文小說” A Thin Slice of Heaven” 日期在2018年8月25日；慶祝中國國慶節在Mangere會堂(日期:2018年9月30日) 

；另一次舞蹈籌款活動在2018年10月20日；煙火節在2018年11月3日星期六下午舉行；春節花市同樂日在ASB展覽場第三及第四場 (2019年2月2日星期六)。 

最後，我要感謝所有華僑會所委員會委員，他們貢獻了大量時間及精神去管理及籌組本會所的事務，又要感謝會員及朋友們，他們的協助及支持各種活動。 謝謝！ 

 

屋崙華僑會所會長 

 

呂顯華  

  

 

  

 

 

Notice of National Day Celebration 

Auckland Chinese Community Centre Inc. cordially invites all ACCC Members, Friends & Colleagues to its 69th Anniversary of the People’s Republic 

of China Celebration Function. 

邀请您参加2018年中华人民共和国69周年国庆庆典活动. 

 

Date:               Sunday, 30 September 2018. 

Time:               2.00pm  to 4.00pm. 

Venue:            Auckland Chinese Community Centre Inc 

                       99 Taylor Rd, Mangere Bridge,  Auckland 2022 

  

Tentative Programme  

 Opening dragon/lion dance 
 Raising of the flag ceremony 
 Welcome speeches 
 Cultural items 
 Afternoon tea 

RSVP: Please reply by 15 September 2018 by email to  d_tai@xtra.co.nz 
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Fundraising Dance Notice - A Night At The Oscars 
By Cecil Wong 

 

Once a year ACCC puts on a Special Fundraising Dance to raise funds to keep the Māngere Hall in top condition for future dance evenings. 

 

This red carpet evening will see the hall stunningly transformed with a MOVIE THEATRE ATMOSPHERE.. 

Glenda Choy and her team of HOME COOKING EXPERTS will produce a fabulous supper for the evening. 

 

We also invite the SENIOR LIFESTYLE GROUP and other NON-DANCERS to join in an evening of games (mahjong, rummikub etc), watch DVDs on the big 

screen or just socialising in the lounge. PLUS enjoy the yummy supper produced by Glenda and her team. 

 

Many RAFFLE PRIZES have been donated for this function, food baskets, fruit baskets, supermarket vouchers, meal vouchers, champagne and more to come. 

 

Cost for the evening is only $20. 

Band for the evening: D'Starlights 

Date: Saturday 20 October 

Time: 7:30pm to 11pm 

 

More information on our Dance Flyer which can be downloaded from the ACCC website. Just Google "Auckland Chinese Community Centre" for access. 

 

Tickets will be available during the 1st of the month dance or from the following people. 

  

Les & Yvonne Young lesyoung25@gmail.com  Mobile 027 283 8395 

Colin & Louise Chin loulouchin@gmail  Mobile 021 205 4730 

Lawrence & Marie Liew marieliew@xtra.co.nz  Mobile 027 628 8195 

Ken & Jenny Young bren2000@xtra.co.nz  Mobile 027 490 2848 

Geoff. & Barbara Lim barbaraylim@gmail.com  Mobile 021 147 5513 

Raymond & Pauline Chong rpjchong@slingshot.co.nz Mobile 021 082 03363 

Kevin & Carol Young carolyoung008@gmail.com  Mobile 027 451 3385 

Peter & Janice Sew Hoy pjsewhoy@gmail.com  Mobile 021 739 469 

Cecil & Nancy Wong cecilw88@gmail.com  Mobile 021 925 381 

Wee Ling Khoo weelingk@gmail.com  Mobile 021 623 317 

Frances Yu yudoayat@yahoo.co.nz  Mobile 021 777 078 
 

  

mailto:lesyoung25@gmail.com
mailto:loulouchin@gmail
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Notice of Guy Fawkes Celebration 

Auckland Chinese Community Centre Inc. cordially invites you to our Guy Fawkes Celebration. 

 

Date:               Saturday 3 November 2018 

Time:               Dinner from 6:30pm, Fireworks from 8:30pm 

Venue:            Auckland Chinese Community Centre Inc 

                       99 Taylor Rd, Mangere Bridge,  Auckland 2022 

   

BBQ, sausage sizzle, and green salad will be provided. Bring your own steak, lamb, chicken, fish, and other salads. 

   

Tea and coffee will be provided after the display. 

A cake to share for supper would be much appreciated.  

Enduring and financial members free. Non-members --  $5. 

 

RSVP: Please RSVP for catering purposes by email to cojay@xtra.co.nz 

  

 

  

2018 Annual General Meeting 
 

The 2018 Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held in the Members Lounge of Māngere Hall at 2 pm on 29 July 2018.  Thirty financial members attended this AGM 

which is considered a good number for an AGM that is not for an election year. The usual AGM business of presenting and discussing the Chairman’s annual 

mailto:cojay@xtra.co.nz


 

report and an audited annual financial report started promptly at 2 pm and went smoothly. 

 

The most important matter contained within the Chairman’s report (full version elsewhere in this newsletter) was the sale of our investment property located at 101 

Mt Eden Road for $4.6 million.  The Chairman explained that the main the reason for this sale was due to this property continually producing low returns from its 

assets.  Since we centralised our operations to our new extended and refurbished hall at Mangere about a year ago, concerted efforts have been made to lease 

out the upstairs space vacated by our operations but this was not successful. The Executive Committee in a Special meeting approved the sale of this property with 

the intention of reinvesting the funds released from the sale in two single tenanted properties for greater investment returns and less effort to manage. 

 

The Treasurer presented an annual financial report that showed a surplus of $181,553 was made in 2018.  This surplus was lower than the previous year and the 

difference was due to the concerted effort in fundraising for the building project. She also reported that the auditor appointed at the last AGM was not able to do this 

year’s audit of ACCC accounts because of his work load. She advised that Robert Wong, a Chartered Accountant, had kindly stepped in and audited our 2018 

accounts for presentation at this AGM. She recommended the appointment of Robert Wong as auditor of the 2019 annual financial accounts. This was accepted at 

the meeting. 

 

The AGM ended at 3 pm for a great afternoon tea prepared by Connie Kum’s team after three announcement of coming ACCC events were made under General 

Business and these were:  

 China National Day celebration to be held at 2 pm in Māngere Hall on 30 September 2018. 

 Fundraising dance night to be held at Māngere Hall on 20 October 2018. 
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Basketball Tournament – A Slam Dunk Success 
By Genevieve Fitzjames  

 

Once again the Auckland Chinese Community Centre (ACCC) and New Zealand Chinese Sports Association (NZCSA) came together on 21 and 22 July to host 

the 4th Annual Auckland Chinese Basketball Tournament. With eight teams from three cities: Auckland, Wellington and Dunedin, the weekend was fun and action 

packed with many highly competitive games. Whilst all the teams fiercely battled it out for the winning title and cash prizes, the Auckland Chinese Community 

Centre Sports Club (ACCCSC) A team succeeded with first prize, with Sonics taking second place. 

However, this year was not only about the games, there was an exciting 3-point shooting contest consisting of one representative from each team, including from 

the pool of referees. The winner, Kevin Yin, shot an impressive 17 out of 25 in the final shoot-off. There was also a caf  set up by the fundraising ladies of ACCC 

filled with delicious Chinese delicacies such as homemade siu mai, congee and roast duck and BBQ pork sliders. Proceeds of the fundraising caf  will go towards 

a new roof for the ACCC hall located in Mangere, Auckland. 

All in all, this year’s tournament was especially successful due to the various participation from players, officials and supporters alike. Tournament Controller, 

Laisen Joe, commented “The further success of the tournament was due to the generosity of the two sponsors, Carpetland and Legendary Homes.”. It seems like 

the 2019 tournament will be something to anticipate. 

  

 

  

 

ACCC 58th ANNIVERSARY 
Celebration Dinner at Lucky Fortune Restaurant 

By Connie Kum 

We celebrated with a full house of 20 tables x 12 persons per table. Chairperson Kai Luey was cruising round the tables with Vice-Chairs David Wong and Stan 

King - toasting and chatting with all the diners. The menu consisted of the restaurant’s Soup of the Day, a huge platter of Combination Entrees - Roast Pork, BBQ 

Pork, Simmered Beef, Jelly-fish Salad, then Steamed Blue Cod, Potato Birds Nest with Seafood & Cashew Nuts, Venison with Ginger & Spring Onion, Roast Duck, 

Sweet & Sour Pork, Steamed Egg White with a Scallop Sauce, Stewed Bamboo Shoot & Fungus, and served with Rice. 

ACCC acknowledges and thanks the many Committee Members and Community Members for their support and very generous donations to the Raffle Prizes 

(raised over $1000). 



A 4.5 magnum of Grants Scotch Whiskey with cradle and nip Dispenser valued at $250+ donated by Chas Luen. 

Ron Sang donated 3 superb books from Ron Sang Collection - Pat Hanley, Mervyn Williams, Greer Twiss valued over $100 each. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Wong donated a bottle of Moet (pictured with John Kum), a Chandon, and 2 x SkyCity T-shirts.  

2 x China Girl Pinot Noir 2016 Vintage Wine valued over $80 each - donated by Philip / Virginia Chong. 

(China Girl Pinot Noir was created to honour the hardworking spirit of the Chinese miners of this region - the new “liquid gold” of Central Otago.) 

Thanks to Neville & Sue Fong (Soung Yueen) for two Grocery hampers, Carrie & Jack Lum (Jack Lum Ltd) for two Fruit Baskets, Joyce & Philip Lowyim (IE 

Produce Ltd) for two Fruit and Produce Baskets. 

1 x 10 Children Art Lessons - John Ling, 8 inch Digital Photo Frame - Joana / Len Sang, Floral arrangement by Shirley Sidnam, Barbara / Geoff Lim - Rice Cooker. 

 



 

 

Noon Wong receives her raffle prize of a box of frozen dim sums (100 pieces) from Kai Luey, donated by Connie and John Kum. 

 

Thanks all for your support and making it such a successful evening. See you all same time next year. 

  

 

  



 

 

DANCING EVENTS AT ACCC 

 

DANCING AT ACCC 

Every first Saturday of the month join us for Ballroom, Latin, Line, Sequence, New Vogue. Hours are 7:30pm to 11pm. Tea and coffee is served. Cost is only 

$10.00. Huge sprung floor. Security guard on duty. 

 

The music has been selected for correct tempo so you can dance with confidence. It is spectacularly successful. We have had crowds of 160+. If you don’t 

dance, come and watch and listen to the music. 

This dance is run by volunteers to fundraise for the building upgrade. You will be supporting ACCC and meet many people. Dancers are always friendly. 

 

If you are already learning, this is the place to put your practice to the real thing. Examples: Saturday Night Fever line dance, New Vogue Swing Waltz, Sally 

Anne Cha Cha sequence dance, Quickstep, Cha Cha,  Waltz, Rumba, Viennese Waltz, Rock & Roll, Jive, Ceroc, Hustle, Tango. 

 

This is the place to be. 

  

Contact Les Young 027 283 8395                                                             Geoffrey Lim 021 519 513 

 

 

ACCC PRACTICE NIGHTS 

Dance practice nights are: 

Tuesdays   7:30-9pm 

The hall is large enough to have both lessons and practice. 

  

Sundays 7:30-9pm 

Practise line and sequence dancing. There are also line and sequence dance lessons by Cecil Wong. 

  

 

  



 

 

PICKLEBALL 

 

Tuesday  9pm – 10.30pm 

Auckland Chinese Community Centre 

99 Taylor Road, Māngere Bridge. 

  

Pickleball is a fun sport enjoyed by millions of people worldwide. A cross between tennis, badminton, and table tennis, pickleball is played on a badminton 

doubles-sized court using paddles and a hollow, plastic ball with holes in it (also known as a wiffle ball). The net is slightly lower than a tennis net.  

 

Our regular weekly pickleball evening has become very popular and we now have quite a number of keen ACCC members who have taken up this sport. 

 

Come along and learn how to play this fun new game. All equipment supplied. 

  

Contact: Cecil Wong 021 925 381 

  

 

  



 

 

CHINESE SCHOOL中文学校 

By Stan King 

 

The Chinese School is now into the third term of the year at the Parnell Community Centre, Newmarket. 

The school roll of approximately 45 pupils of age 5 to 17 are in seven classes from beginners to advanced level. All students are progressing very well in 

learning Mandarin and in reading and writing of Chinese characters. Classes are held every Sunday  from 10am to 1pm. 

 

End of Year Prize Giving. 

The end of year prize giving is also the last day of school, and will be held as follows: 

Date:  Sunday 9 December 2018 

Time:  10am to 12:30pm. 

Venue: Parnell Community Centre, 545 Parnell Rd, Newmarket. 

 

Morning tea will be provided, and all parents, ACCC members and friends are invited to attend. This is an opportunity to see what is being taught and how the 

pupils are progressing. 

  

Start Date for Year 2019. 

The first day of school in the new year is: 

Date:   Sunday 10 February 2019 

Time:   10am 

Venue: Māngere Hall, 99 Taylor Rd, Māngere Bridge. 

 

To enrol, come to the school on the first day Sunday 10 February 2019. 

  

For further information and all inquiries, please contact Stan King, Principal. Chinese School. Ph 09-5215806. stanking@xtra.co.nz 
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Notice of QSM Award for Virginia Chong 

 

In the Queen’s Birthday Honours List, Virginia Chong was awarded the Queens Service Medal for services to the Chinese community. 

 

Virginia Chong has dedicated more than 30 years to serving the Chinese community in New Zealand, particularly in Auckland. 

 

Virginia was appointed a Trustee of the Chinese Poll Tax Heritage Trust in 2014. As an active member of Auckland Chinese Community Centre she has taken 

the lead in organising many sporting, cultural, social and fundraising activities. Her association with the New Zealand Chinese Association started in 2001 and 

she served as the first woman National President from 2011 to 2014. She is currently a member of Women Leaders, a network of women leaders across the 

public, private and non-profit sectors. She has also had a successful career in local government as an elected member of the Eden/Albert Community Board 

Auckland City and its predecessor from 1995 to 2010. From 2005 to 2010 she was a Foundation Trustee and Council representative on the community trust 

tasked with raising funds and restoring the 120-year old Mt Eden Methodist Church. From 2012 to 2014 she was a member of New Zealand China Council 

Advisory Board, a group of individuals and organisations active in the New Zealand/China relationship to provide advice, support and funding for the Council’s 

work programme to progress the government’s NZ Inc Strategy for China. 

 

Virginia has been an integral contributor to new NZCA initiatives including the Banana Conference, Leadership Development Conference and Youth Leadership 

Camps. 

  

  

 

  



 

 

Obituary - Susan Wong 

Susan Linda Wong 瓜嶺村 GwaLeng Village 

黃麗蓮 Wong Lai Leen                               

26 June 1949 - 26 July 2018 

 

Susan was born in Auckland, the youngest child 

of Alice (nee Ah Chee) and Francis Wong 

Hop. Her family home was in Remuera with her 

parents’ fruit and vegetable business nearby. 

Susan attended primary and intermediate 

schools in Remuera, then went on to Selwyn 

College in Kohimarama. She attended Sunday 

School and Bible Class at the Chinese 

Presbyterian Church in Vincent Street in the city 

for a few years. 

 

Susan joined the Auckland Chinese Sports Club 

in the mid-1960s to play basketball which she 

had a keen interest in and continued to play for 

more than 30 years. She was a strong supporter 

of the ‘NZ Breakers’ team, attending many of 

their Auckland games. 

 

After leaving secondary school in1966, she 

worked in secretarial jobs. In 1970,at the age of 

20, after the death of her mother, she left New 

Zealand to work in Hong Kong. In Hong Kong 

she lived with some of her New Zealand friends 

and made new friends with local residents. 

 

  

 

On returning to New Zealand in 1975, Susan enrolled at Auckland University to study commerce. She obtained a Bachelor of Commerce degree, then continued 

her studies to graduate as Master of Commerce. After graduating she was employed as an auditor of accounts in a government department before her employment 

at Inland Revenue Department where she worked for many years. She retired early this year when her health deteriorated. 

 

Susan dedicated much of her time to community work and served on both Auckland Chinese Community Centre and Auckland Branch of New Zealand Chinese 

Association committees for many years. She was the first editor of Auckland Chinese community newsletters that she diligently compiled in early 2000s. Susan 

was always willing to help at community events, including the annual Chinese New Year Festival at the ASB Showgrounds in Greenlane and at Christmas parties 

at the ACCC hall in Māngere. 

 

In 2009 Susan was awarded Life Membership of New Zealand Chinese Association. Shortly afterwards she was appointed as a trustee for the Chinese Heritage 

Poll Tax Trust and was Chair of its Finance & Investment Committee for 5 years. 

 

Even though she was working fulltime, Susan had many other interests. She attended evening and weekend classes. She took classes in wool felting and glass 

blowing and learnt to play the drums. She was a very keen student at Chinese Painting classes becoming a talented artist. Susan also enjoyed cooking, sewing, 

knitting and craftwork. 

 

She was always caring and willing to spend time to help others in times of need. A memorial service to celebrate Susan’s life was held on 26
th
 August 2018. She is 

survived by her siblings Joana, Margaret and David and their families. 

  

 

  



 

 

The Fruits of Our Labours 

 

Long before supermarkets became a one-stop shop for fresh produce as they are today, local fruit and vegetable stores run by Chinese families were a pillar of 

our communities. The greengrocers and fruiterers in our towns and cities were a family affair; fathers, brothers, sons, mothers, sisters and daughters all working 

from the early hours to get only the best produce for their shelves. 

  

A new two-volume soft cover set of books, The Fruits of Our Labours: Chinese Fruit Shops in New Zealand, chronicles the lives of these pioneering 

greengrocers and fruiterers as they carved their place into the country’s rich social and cultural tapestry. The personal anecdotes, historical documents and 

photos tell the stories of these families as they provided a vital service with a smile to their community and their journeys of growing up Kiwis. 

  

That includes the story of Colin Lowe of Norman Lowe Ltd in Whakatane: 

Being the son of a fruiterer meant you spent most of your spare time after school and in the weekends helping out. As a child I can still remember time spent 

unfolding unsold newspaper ready for wrapping veges in, unloading empty boxes and stacking them alongside the driveway ready for a carrier to collect them 

and take them to a market garden, sorting out the broken ones for repairing. 

  

These stories bring a unique perspective on New Zealand’s history as they trace the evolution of these shops from the general store-cum-greengrocery of the 

1880s through to the fresh fruit and vegetable retailers we know today. It follows the fortunes and misfortunes of the Chinese in New Zealand through the hard 

times of the Depression and World War II, the growth and boom times of the 1950s and 60s and the challenge of supermarket giants eating up the competition. 

  

Commissioned by the Chinese Poll Tax Heritage Trust, The Fruits of Our Labours was written and researched by Ruth Lam, Beverly Lowe, Helen Wong, 

Michael Wong, and Carolyn King. Volume 1 (440 pages) presents the stories of Chinese-owned fruit shops from the Dunedin region through to the Wanganui-

Taranaki region. Volume 2 (464 pages) presents stories from the Hawke’s Bay region through to the Auckland region. The appendices include a list of all known 

Chinese fruit shops from the 1880s to the current day, and maps of the Guangdong counties the Chinese fruiterers originated from. Both volumes are fully-

illustrated with photos, graphs and statistical tables. The books will be a valuable resource for researchers of Chinese in New Zealand, genealogists, local 

history, and produce retailing. 

  

ISBN 978-0-473-41550-1              RRP $90.00 per set 

  

Special Price for ACCC members:  $80.00 per set,  $150.00 for 2 sets,  $210.00 for 3 sets 

Purchase for each of your family members as a permanent momento of the hardships endured by your parents and  grandparents and of a social 

history of Chinese in NZ. 

 

To order, please contact Connie Kum on Phone 09 625 8611 or email cojay@xtra.co.nz 
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War Refugee Research 

By Meilin Chong 

  

The CPTHT (Chinese Poll Tax Heritage Trust) has recently commissioned Meilin Chong and Lily Lee to produce a book regarding the History of Chinese 

Refugee Mothers and Children from 1939 – 1947. They are producing a comprehensive database of the 249 mothers and 224 children who came during those 

years. They would also like the names of the children born in New Zealand between 1939 and July 1947 to refugee mothers. 

 

Although they have some of the names, they require assistance from the community in locating the complete list. If you know that your mother or grandmother 

was a refugee mother or child please contact Meilin Chong on email: chongs@xtra.co.nz or by mobile: 0211640927.           

  

 

  

mailto:chongs@xtra.co.nz


 

ACCC Sports Club Update 

By Nathan Chan 

 

Welcome to another update from the ACCC Sports Club…that’s the ACCC Sports Club Inc as of our AGM in July, a big step in the life of the club. Registering 

as an incorporated society will allow the Sports Club to be recognised as a legal entity and bring us into line with other organisations like Auckland Chinese 

Community Centre Inc. It will also provide transparency of our activities and processes, as we adopted a formal set of Rules, and protect its members from 

personal liability. 

 

Our new committee was also elected at the AGM: Nathan Chan (President), Paige Young (Vice President), Sandra Young (Treasurer), Linlee Tram 

(Secretary), Edmond Yee, Ron Chin, Kevin Yin, James Ngan, Brittany Young, Simon Li, Kendall Chin, Wilson Lowe, Jay Wong, Kevin Gan. This year, 

two long-standing members stepped down from the Committee and I would like to acknowledge their hard work for the club over the years – Marie Lee has 

diligently put in many hours for us, holding the Treasurer role for the last six years; Stephen Lowyim is a former Sports Club President, who has long been one 

of the main faces of the Auckland Chinese community and a great link between the generations. 

 

New Hoops 

We now have 2 more adjustable hoops for the Tini/Miniball sessions. They did not reproduce themselves - as some might think. Instead, thanks to the team that 

helped organise, transport, put together and supply stuff that all goes towards making things like this happen. Big thanks to Raymond Wu, Martin Ho, Steve 

Lowe, Stu Chong, Gareth Ngan, Darrell Hong, James Ngan, Roz Chin and Ronald Chin.  An equally big thanks to IE Produce for transporting the hoops, 

Carpetland for the carpet protection and Mitre 10 Mega, Mt Wellington for the sand bag weights. 

 

Movie Night: Incredibles 2 

On 16 June, we managed to book out a cinema at Hoyts Berkeley in Mission Bay to screen the long-awaited Incredibles 2, two weeks before the official release 

date. It had been 14 years since the release of the original Pixar movie, centred around a family of undercover superheroes, and by all accounts, the sequel 

lived up to the expectations. It’s always good to see our Sports Club family get together outside of the sports field as well, so thank you to all those who came 

and supported the event. 

 

ACCC x NZCSA Basketball Tournament: 

Sports Club entered two teams into the hotly-contested ACCC x NZCSA men’s basketball tournament over a weekend in July. The B team was made up of 

younger players as well as some “locker room” veterans and played extremely well, pushing some of the more experienced teams with more size. The A team 

came through pool play as the team to beat with a top seeding. They then finished the job by getting through the semi-finals and finals against some fierce 

competition, defending their title from 2017.  Congratulations to the boys and a special mention to Kevin Yin who took out the three point contest with 17 out of 

25 shots made in the final round against a field of shooters. 

 

Indoor Netball 

July saw the end of another indoor netball season, and we had two teams make it to the finals this time round. The Heat like to play from behind - started the 

season three games late and started the final 0-7 down - but they finish strong as they won their first title in their debut season with a one point victory. The 

Hornets played a very tight game as well in their final but came up short in the second half against a very good opponent. 

 

The Winter season is underway but if you are interested in filling in or joining a team regularly next season, contact Nathan Chan at nathan.chan6@gmail.com. 

We currently have mixed social and competitive teams playing on Wednesdays and Thursdays and always welcome new members. 

 

Table Tennis Tournament 

Following from the success of our inaugural badminton tournament last year, the ACCC Sports Club decided to give table tennis a crack this time! 20 teams 

signed up for the day and it proved to be a fun and social outing. Congratulations to all of our winners on the day: 

 

Championship: Tim Chung & Kirsten Young 

Plate: Mazin Ibrahim & Catherine Young 
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Bowl: Kar Henare & Sam Tan 

Shield: Lawrence & Linda Ngan 

Spoon: Jordan Harlen & Melissa Chan 

 

Big thanks to Shane Warbrooke at the Auckland Table Tennis Association for helping out a bunch and for providing a big discount on the venue, bats and balls 

for the day. Also, thanks to Paige Young for being our photographer for the day. 

  

  

 

  

 

 

ANZAC Day Commemoration 

 

On behalf of NZ Chinese Association, NZCA Auckland Branch Deputy Chair David Wong and new Committee member Wilson Lowe laid a wreath at the 

ANZAC Day Civic Service. This was an opportunity to recognise the 55 NZ born Chinese enlisted in the NZ Expeditionary Force (NZEF) 1914 to 1919. 

 

James George Paterson, who was of Chinese descent enlisted in 1914 and joined the Auckland Infantry Battalion. He was one of the first NZEF men to land on 

Gallipoli on 25 April 1915. He was also one of the first New Zealanders to die there and his name appears on the Lone Pine Memorial in the Lone Pine 

Cemetery. Lest we forget. 
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